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PRESENTATION

Last minute information:
We have just received news from all over the planet,
saying that the world is splitting in two.
People panic antlee in horror
as they watch their houses collapse.
Many children and teenagersave died and it is not known how to stop this.
Back tosports withvudi..!
(Fragmentfrom a news item written by
by a couple of child eedetectives
ofthed 9t ¢ f pr@etd. OKS ¢

ONE

The story presented hefgjathers many voices and seeks to record the enriching experience we
had, asmembers of thegroup "Micelio Urband (MU), in carrying out the projectt 9 f ¢ £ + Odzl O
neighborhoodexpoof subway waste", theesult of a process that lasted about two years and was
developed in theCasa de la Vinculacion Soci@Vg), in the town dFelipe Carrillo Puerto, in
Querétaro.

The purpose of this project was to promotepeocess of ecological education armutreach of

science with children and teenagerqdbetween 5 and 17 years of agé) popular urban
neighborhoods, and its purpeswas to stimulate interest in searchinthe causes and
consequences of the curretdcal and global climate crisis.

To beginwith, it is necessary to clarify that we had to change the title of this project, since the
original title: 'Neighborhoodexpo of subway wasté was incomprehensible to those who do not
know the context in which it arose. After discussing several optibmgs left as!'The treasures

of El Tlacuache, a world we did not imagineThe idea otreasuresis closer and more attractive

to the target population, because it contains a certain irony and puts its finger on the sore point
about the contradictions obur time.

In addition, it allows us to suggest that which is sold and bought in the store and which seems very
valuable, but later becomesash; simultaneously, we can also narmeasureso certain results of
modernity, such as industry or urbanizatjowhich save so much effort and provide so many

! The abovementioned fragment resulted from an activity proposedthe participants, based on the wéthown
anecdote by Orson Wells, about a radio novel that generated great commotion among the audience.

2 For years, there has been a debate on what type of language to use in academic tetkts angersonal language
(swposedly "aseptic") of scientific writiftas been questioneddn this subject, we follow Jordi Antoli Martinez, from
the University of Alicante, Spain, who pointed out that "In the dissolution of the figure of the subject, a rhetorical
strategy has beerdentified that seeks to create an appearance (not reality) of objectivity. Webb (1992, p. 749)
considered that the noipersonalization of academic discourse hides an important part of the scientific process: the
social elements of the research process,ttisathe involvement of the researcher/writer in the process of knowledge
construction. Thus, according to this, personalized use gives rise to an ethteal practice”
https://cuedespyd.hypotheses.org/65050,when talking aboutishere, we refer to the members of the team that
promoted this project.



https://cuedespyd.hypotheses.org/6505
https://cuedespyd.hypotheses.org/6505
https://cuedespyd.hypotheses.org/6505

goods and comforts, but which have turned againature® and humanity itself, to the point that
several scientists warn about the danger of extinction that we are currently running as a species.

On the othe hand, we can also call that whidlature provides and which big capital turns into an
object of exploitation, dispossession, accumulation and business, as expressed in the cry of the
Network in Defense of Water and Lif® which CVS an#icelio Urbano klong) Water is a
treasure worth more than gold! It is not drought, it is plundering!

TWO

In terms of education, thé 9 £ ¢ f br@etiw@sgGided by severgénerative questionsvhat

has caused the climate crisis we have today, what cadave mitigate its effects, where dbe

things we use come from, where do they go when we throw them away, where do they end“up
when we throw them away?

Despite the complexity involved, we were able to establish strategies that facilitated simple and,
we believe, also very interesting and attractive syntheses for those who participated. The main
one was to set up areto-detectiveagency" to find out what is going on.

¥ / This strategy involved the articulation of

. experiences and proposals such as the "Etlona
| through Work and Play" and various techniques of
L Celestin Freinet; the "Pedagogy of Communication"
. of Fracisco Gutiérreand theat f 'y RS | OG A ¢
. / dzft GdzN¥ £ Sa RS !t Leéez2 | fl
¢ (PACAEP) of the Ministry of Public Education (SEP)
and the National Council for Culture and the Arts
(CONACULTA) of thé&ederal Governmentof
Mexico. Althoughthese approachesave been in
the history of education for many years, they are

still valid, as they are part of théard core of
"~ modernalternativepedagogy?

A fundamental characteristic of these educational
proposals is that they are based on the principle thedirning is social and situated in specific
contexts For this reason, we allow ourselves to broadly expose the context imwl@avork, as it

is key to understand the reasons for what we do.

3 Throughout thisdocument there is reference to nature, with a lowercase initial (that which surrounds us and is not a
human product), and Nature, with a capital initial (as that principle that governs the entire universe and is the
generator of life). Although this diffentiation is not always consistent.

4 REDAV(by its Spanish acronymletwork in defense of water and lifegromoter, with "Bajo Tierra Museo del Agua”

and many other organizations, of theestivals of running watein which we participated simultaneoysito the
realization of theEl Tlacuachproject.

5By "alternative” we mean here, critical and in resistance to the dominant (capitalist) market society.



Ten to twelveyoung people participated in this process
as acore team(most of them in their twenties) as

promoters, guides and instructors of the workshops, and
around sixty children andteenagersand adolescents\i\
between 5 and 16 years of age as weII as a wide

communitiesthat, although ephemeral, had an impac
both on theyoung participants and on those who too
on the responsibility of coordinating activities at sonf@
points in the process.

The culmination ofi KS 9 f  ¢projecd dahsidtikd
in setting up the aforementionedheighborhood expo
aimed at the population toshow the impact of the
transition from the countryside to the citgspecially the
impact of an industry on an ecosysteon the health of ==
living beings and on the social networKhis implied |
showing how the market society has imposed on us“a“™ e
harmful lifestyle that costantly generates serious problems for humanity and fature. This
exhibition emphasizes thgoor management of urban solidaste(USW)derived from the market
culture, as well as thandustrial production of food.

Theexpo shows not only problems, but also some options that can be practiced in the context of
agroecologyorganic agricultureand the Latin American proposal of "El Buen Vivir".

Despite the difficulties involved in its implementation, we believe that thggrt was a success,
as it brought valuable lessons for those who participated in it, according to the evaluations shared
in the last section of this document.

THREE

detriment of clarity or precision. Nevertheless,

we appreciate the invitation to share what we

{ did, as it allows us to become more aware of
what we are looking for.

However, we cannot fail to recognize that in
these times very few people are willing to read
writings like this one, not only because of its
length, but also because of the unpopular topic
it deals with:garbageand its effects on global




warming. We therefore propose to follow Daniel Pennac's prajfias the right to skip pages, to
read from back to front, or only what interests each one of us.

To spreadwhat we did among other audiences, we shared a blog on Instagram and Fatebook
and we are developing a series of booklets with a moodoquial language in a more visual
format, which we hope to circulate soon. We also invite you to review the syntlvagis
photographs to thanlall our collaborator’.

Now we record and share our memories, not only because of the demands of thlose
supported us in the realization of this projé¢tbut also because we agree whnanztFanon when
he says thatTo speak is to exist absolutely for the offier

This text gives an account of many things we experiebedihd the scené's Looking mto these
spaces offers good clues to understand how social processes are woven. The mere fact of putting
it in writing gives those of us who patrticipated in its construction the opportunity to recognize
ourselves, to have a more comprehensive view of wivat did as a team and not only as
individuals, as well as to give new meanings to our work.

This document is the result of
collective  construction of severa
members of the El Tlacuache team a
articulates the writings of minors anc
adults who participted in the process.
The responsibility for the integratio
corresponds (in alphabetical order
surnames) to: Constanza and Gonzg
Guajardo, Rebeca Mendoza, Ka
Venegas and Maria del Carmen Vicenc

8 Daniel Pennacchioni, French writeratfildren and teenagets literature, born in Morocco.

" Instagram: @Lasaventurasdeeltlacuache; FB: Las aventurasdeElTlacuache.
8https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eER68G2vivHWLSDLe yqT3sQLV6gKjFA/view?usp=drivesdk

% This report responds to the requiremeaf the Benaiges Foundation, whose grant we received in April 2022.
0 Fanon Frantz (1963): "Los condenados de la tierra". Editorial Fondo de Cultura Econémica.
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PREAMBLE

Before beginning this reportye express our admiratioto those who dedicate themselves to the
fundamental tasks obasic education and permanently live their commitmenteimancipatory
popular education; especially to those who work in public schools in popular areas, for the
tremendous challenge they face in these times of crisis. Not batause othe pandemic, but

also because of the confusion and chaos that the neoliberal system has caused in the
understanding of pedagogical theories and educational fpzac Under the pretext of "be ahe
forefront” and seekat all costs "innovation{but only in its technologal face), neoliberalism has
wiped the slate ceal ahe broad history of alternative popular education in Mexico, Latin America
and the world, to give way to that reductionist logic that sees education, predominantly, as-an
administration of time and mowaents, and loads on the backs of teachers a myriad of tasks that
not only do not concern them, but prevent them from their fundamental work: to generate the
necessary conditions for the educational community to think critically about reality and
collaborae with its transformation, giving a voice to the "voiceless", promoting the emancipation
of people in the mutual care of human beings awature

The neoliberal logic has not stopped there; it strives to denigrate the teaching work in basic
education andts origin, theteacher training,arguing that "any professional can teachildren

and teenagerssince everything is on the Internet”, an assumption that generates sedannsage

in Mexican basic education, especially in certain sectors of the populatidnin the secalled
neoliberal governments, until E. Pefia Nieto, which preceded the current ortbedfia Cuarta
Transformacioh (4T).

We recognize that most of the membeo$ the El Tlacuache team dwt belong to the Mexican
teachingprofession. Our group includes young (and not so young) people from other professions,
in addition tobasic education teachefs. However, we are in permanent contact with teachers of
all levels and we are witnesses of their commitméme ourselves areonvinced of the central
importance of popular, nofiormal education, which we considerfandamental axifor social
awareness and, therefore, of enormous relevance in the formation of human beingsegvet

the little focusit receives from governmentsnd their agencies, as well as from society.

The historical moment we are living is crucial, it challenges us, because, both outside the country
and in our political and neighborhood spaces, unprecedented transformations are taking place.
This moves us tossume responsibilities in the miecgpace in which we move, to promote, with

new impetus, formal, nofiormal and informal education, capable of opening up to all possible
ways of communication of met among themselves and with the woyldhs Paulo Freire
understood it.

11 Among others are: pedagogy, horticulture, environmental engineering, social psychstegyterritorial studies,
history, philosophyand plastic arts.
2The noun "men" does not refer only to males, but is an epicene, synonymous with humanity.



PART ONE: WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE ARE ABOUT

No one educates anyone, no one educates himself;
we educate in community
(Paulo Freire)

1.1. Who we are
Micelio Urbano

Micelio Urbano (MU) is a multidisciplinary group that integrgbesple passionat@bout Nature

and the arts. It combines experience and youth, ancestral knowledge, philosophical knowledge,
natural and social sciences. It was foundefust over two years ago. Currently, it is linked to
various experts in sustainabilignd ecology, pedagogy, soaaltural promotion and solidarity
economy. This is how theCbmunidad Micelio Urbarié® has been formed, in which several
people interested in agroecological issues interact directly or from a distance.

Myceliumdesignateghe relationships of interaction and mutual sustenance that fungi have with
each other and with other living beings, in ecosystems, through a network (more complex than the
Internet) or a tissue of filaments that acts as a bridge, connects andshes life on the planet.

We chose the nameMicelio Urband to metaphorically signify our interest in recognizing and
contributing to strengthen theSentipensantecg A OK Y S| y-8 K AQYFISASAREY-TA Y
interconnectiort* between Nature and humanity, between the inhabitants of the city and the
countryside, as well as the neighbors of a neighborhood to develop common projects.

We try to collaborate with the development of ecological awareness in rspazes that bring
together people seeking better quality of life. Specifically, vage interested in inquirestudying,
practicing and disseminating etechnologies that mitigate the damage caused by human action
on the earth's crusanthropospherg

CanalCarrillo

Micelio Urbanowas joined ly the groupéCanal I NINEQ) ina@l€ up of young people interested

in reviewing the radical transformation suffered by the place where we wBgkipe Carrillo
Puerto, a town that had to change its agricultural and livestock work f@nufacturing and
commerce, when one of the most important industrial zones of Querétaro, Sy A (i 2 was/dzt NB |
established.

Members of this group participated as promoters and conductors of workshops and courses that
we conducted in 2021 and 202€anal Caillo collaborated with theneighborhoodexpo project,

131t is difficult to determine the exact number of members of this community, since waeitieer an institution nor a
company and we move in many different ways, responding to different calls, at different times, depending on the
needs of the project.

14 Sentipensantés an expression attributed to sociologist O. Fals Borda, who in turn bodravieom the fishermen
of San Benito Abad, Colombia.



guidingchildren and teenagerand teenagers in tours of the area, offering workshops on how to
make logs, take photographs and make maps, establish links wittotin@s elders, through its
"CirculoRS bl NNJ R2NB& RS | A aléa2nMhw thisttown dias aNgioiméd, ih S N&
its transition from rural to urbasandustrial zoneSome of the people who participated in this circle

gave important clues for theeighborhoodexpothat we have akady mentioned.

Casa de la Vinculaciéon Social

The"Casa de la Vinculacion Socedpacio alternativo ® Querétard (CVS) is a kind gkeople's
house aspace for the exchange of popular and scientific knowledge, locati town ofFelipe
Carrillo Puerto, Querétaro. In it converge different groups, which promote and share projects in
several areas: *physical and mental health, *art and culture, *popular organization ‘and
*environmental care or ecology.

It was founded in October 201By agreement between th®ireccidén de Vinculacién Soadélthe
Universidad Autonoma de Queréta(dAQ) and a popular organization calleg&samblea General

del Pueblo, A.C, from Carrillo Puerto, Qro. It operated as a university extension program during
the administration of Gilberto Herrera Ruiz and Gonzalo Guajardo Gonzalez, who conceived it as a
link of the university committed to the society that gives it lifence 2018, due to the change in
relations with the UAQ-given the change in administratioand understanding of universiy
society relations CVS has been working independently.

The team of promoters and collaborators

In order to vitalize different vectors, we invited students, artists and professionals from various
disciplines, since we agréeon certain concerns, both about the climate crisis and the civilization
crisis we are currently experiencing: people interested in promoting reflection among the
population about what is happening to us and what we can do concretely to reduce the problem
From the middle of 2021 and throughout 2022, other people, willing to collaborate with this
project, joined us at different times. This allowed us to form very valuable and committed teams.

Children and teenagerand youth participants

Since itfoundation, CVS has opened its doors to minors. The interest in workingheitiy even

though we are not a school, is because we believe that what is done at CVS is valuable, interesting
and can open a wide range of possibilitiesdbildren and teenagerto look at the world, in ways
different from the traditional school or the street. In return, we learn a lot from their looks,
guestions, witticisms, curiosity anill to live.

Those who participated in the project referred to here belong to the middlBwer middle class;

they are thechildren and teenagersf shopkeepers, cooks, workers, technicians or domestic
employees, many single mothers who were unable to continue studying after high school. But also
(approximately 10%) were descendants of acads or professionals, who came from other
areas.



1.2. Where we are

As mentioned at the beginning, the Casa de la Vinculacion
Social is located in the city of Querétaro, capital of the statejt
Querétaro This city is recognized as one of the m
developed, mst economically developed and safest cities
Mexico®. In the western part of the capital, is the (former
town of Felipe Carrillo Puertdand of indigenous transit,
some settlementsof Otomi and Chichimeca origiancestral,
patriarchal ties rural and artisan understanding of the worlg
a place almost as old as the capital (about 500 gk
recognized for its viceroyaltychapels and patron saint
festivities, neighborhood assembliedaenas!® and other

traditions, as well as for having beéme cradle of Queretaro
musicians who, during the XIX and XX centuries, founde
integrated musical groups from other areas of the coutttry

Before the irruption of the Benito Juarez industrial
zone in Querétaro, Carrillo was agricultural and
cattle-raising zone, with large extensions of fertile land
rich in watewheels, orchards andcornfields and
flowers, as the older residents nostalgically réeéall
The arrival, first, of large factories (national and
foreign) and later, of the large (transnational) market,
devastated its natural spaces and its social fabric. It
radically transformed its life structure, causing the
emigration of many peasants to other places, the
' - immigration of many foreigners and the conversion of
those whoremained into workers, traderand unemployed

In the process, the town grewapidly, unequat and disorderly and filled with companies
dedicated (euphemistically) to "recycling” industrial scrap (carcasses of accident vehicles, old iron,
accumuators, batteries, etc.) and to recovering waste from domestic and artisanal actipggs (
cardboard, glass, cantrapak, etc.), a task to which the elderly and mamgmelessmigrants®
dedicate themselves, above all. Some warn, with alarm, thattace has become the "garbage

15 However, it should be noted that, despite the fact that this state is historically considered the cradle of very relevant
social movementgthe Independence from Spait81021-, the Reform, which gmarates the church from the State

and promotes secularisr19581972, and the Mexican Revolution, against dictatorship and in favor of freedom,
social equality and the rights of the working class? 1Bd71), currently represents ord the strongest basons of

the neoliberal right, due tohe familieswith high economic powerthe settlement of transnational capital and the
dominance of political parties (such as the PRI and the PAN) that have been governing it for almost a century.

16 In Mexicq "“faena"refers to work in general, but this noun is also used to refer to collective, unpaid work done for
the benefit of the community or isolidarity with a neighborhood or family (construction of a road, school, temple,
harvest, etc.). It is still a deeply rooted custom of several Mexican native peoples.

17Youtube: Casa de la Vinculacién: comunidad en achttws://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNOw6#86_w

18 https://ingro.com.mx/index.php/2020/0730/felipe-carrillo-puerto-delegacionde-origen-agricola/

¥ These activities have algecently given rise to continuous fires, caused by homeless people who make burning
waste the only way to keep warm.
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https://inqro.com.mx/index.php/2020/07/30/felipe-carrillo-puerto-delegacion-de-origen-agricola/

dump of the capital”; reports from the "Centro de Monitoreo de la Calidad del Aire del Estado de
Querétaro" (CEMAQ) point out, recurrently, as "the most polluted area in the State".

have reported that several tlmes they have been caught @
pickup trucks arriving to dump large quantities of bags full

household waste.

Local grassroots organizations, suchtlas Asamblea General

' del Pueblo, A.C., have denounced that part of this problem is

due to the fact that the industrial zone is located common

4 lands, of which the town was dispossessed. In addition, several
¢ of the plots of land that used to be seedbave become

wastelands becausthe shareholders of common landsgere
forced to emigrate in order to find workThe installation of
factories on thefarmlandhasturned itinto a dumping ground
for the waste producedby the industry as well as nearby gated
housing estateshat do not have mun|C|paI sanltatlon services.
Inhabitants of the town JElEEE b

Regarding the adolescent arydbuth population of Carrillo,
some of them say that they experience serious difficulties
continuing their studies after high school, so that they e
up being exploited for labor or recruited by delinquency |

are subjected to various addictions.

In short, this place synthesizes the great contradictions of market society, industrialization and
urbanization in the neoliberal logic. For this reason, it is much sought after by researchers in the

natural and social sciencés

Despite this problem, onefahe advantages of the
place (unlike other popular areas) is that a large part
of the population still maintains a community identity
and awareness of its history of popular organization,
in its struggle to achieve better living conditions. The
| "History, transformation and resistance of the people
of Felipe Carrillo Puerto" is presented in one of the
first rooms of theneighborhoodexpothat was set up
as a conclusion of the project presented hef®e¢
here: Third part 3.1 \).2*

20|n recent yars, these town have also sufferéatced emigration due to environmental impaatsQuerétaro.

According to research B¥ajo tierra Musep2022 https://bajotierra.com.mx/bt/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/HistoriafQue-Andan.pdf

21 The persons appearing in the photographs in this document GIVE AUTHORIZATION for their publication. In the case
of minors, we received written authorization from their mothers, fathers or giars.



1.3.What it isall about and how it all started

The conditions of Carrillo Puerto and the movements of its
neighborhood organizationsad a strong impact on the tasks
of CVS. CVS assumed central participation in the rescue and
4 construction of the "Parque Libertad" (preusly used by
municipal authorities as aropenair industrial garbage
¥ dump), with strong support from the Universidad Autdbnoma
de Querétaro (UAQ), in the construction of another park
garden (previously also a garbage dump), called by the elders
g "'Amili, tierra feliz y florida. He also collaborated iplacing

~ artistic muralsin some nearby streets, in a corridor that links

both parks, thanks to the creativity and generosity of the "Board Dripper" team.

Maintaining these spaces gave rise to théda ynaturaleza
para urbanita$ project, which was intended to promote g
neighborhood movement in the neighborhood surroundi
the CVS aimed at encouraging families to orgary
themselves to:
I to maintain reclaimed spaces and convert them i
green areas;
9 to build aorchardin the CVS, showing everyone how
do the same in their homes, according to th
possibilities;
i to place planters with certain shrubs on facades and patios, not only to improve the urban
§ ] 2 image, but also to reduce pollution and global wamg.

‘i:

.+ Various conditionsamong others, the pandemitimited

s the scope and actions: they devoted themselves almost
¥ exclusively to the construction of the orchar@hus
7 ,ﬁ began the arduous work of transforming the back part of

= the CVSwhich soon gave riseotwhat we now present.
Simultaneously, MU offered workshops and talks on
horticulture to the population in a series called d@e
and sharé. With this, the Comunidad Micelio Urbario
took shape, in which several people interested in
agroecological issues interact directly or from a distafite idea of setting up theeighborhood
expocame from an unexpected and relatively traumatic experience we had when trying to build
the community garden. When preparing the land for cultivatimstead of the fertile soil that the
elders of Carrillo talked about, there was a huge garbage dump, full of plastics, glass, old clothes,
rusty cans and a large number of very toxic electric batteries, which had contaminated the soil for
several meters@und. If vegetables were put there, they would be poisoned.



When we started with the recovery of this space, we had oQ
removed a few plants and were just beginning to glimpse
soil that had been hidden for so long. We already had sa
other plants eady for their new home and a project witF
Gonzalo Guajardo, called"Vida y naturaleza pars
urbanitas'(life and nature for urbanites)which was still
under constructiof? .

At this point, we invited our dear colleague Charli
participate in theconstruction of a community food garde
But, to our surprise, under the ground, after so much ti
there was an impressive amount and variety of garbagej
consequence of the industrial dump and poor management
urban waste.
It was when, together and ith the support of Charli, we s
about the task of cleaning, extracting the contaminat
garbage and giving the soil from which we wanted to ob
food the proper management. This is whéhne crazy idea of \
setting up a garbage museum was born. And.sbere we _ %
are today. We continue to find when we get to the gard
this "garbage" that seems to rain, to travel, to be lost. That's why we want to |nV|te you to join us to give
a good management to your municipal solid waste (MSW).

(From the diary oKark Venegays

The idea then arose to take advantage of this experience to mount an exhibition that would
encourage the community to reflect on the impact of human actionsature, and specifically to
understand why Carrillo Puerto was so radically tramsfet. For this reason, the first name of the
project was'Expabarrialde residuosubterraneo$ (subway waste neighborhood expo)

In the search for options to solve the problem, one of the founders of MU introduced us to the
concept of"Anthropocené, which allowed us to understand that the conditions of that terrain
were not an isolated event, but a global phenomenon. This generated in the team the need to
study the subject in more depth.

1.3.1. What is the "Anthropocene"23

The word"Anthropoene’ comes from the Greekanthropos': human. It refers to the last stage in

the life of planet Earth, when humans appeared (approximately three hundred thousand years
ago). This term (which is still under discussion in the scientific communitygauaed in 2000 by

the Dutch chemist (and Nobel Prize winnePaul Crutzen, who specifically refers to the most
drastic transformationgaused by mankinoh the Earth's crust.

In 2016, another scientist, Jason Mooegyironmental historian an@conomist,following up on
Crutzenresearch,proposedto speak rather of'Capitaloceng, since largescale environmental
degradation is not only a geological process, but a sociohistorical one, abdvésalbt enough to

22The relatively long texts that are presentititalicsin this document and correspond to expressions of the

participants in various activities, received some grammatical and spelling corrections, only to facilitate their
understanding, trying teespect their style as much as possible.

2 Climaterra.org.(March 2020) Future Earth (March 2020) "The Great Anthropocene Acceleration: Planet on'the Edge
https://www.climaterra.org/post/lagranaceleraci%C3%B3telantropocencel-planetaal-l%C3%ADmite



https://www.climaterra.org/post/la-gran-aceleraci%C3%B3n-del-antropoceno-el-planeta-al-l%C3%ADmite
https://www.climaterra.org/post/la-gran-aceleraci%C3%B3n-del-antropoceno-el-planeta-al-l%C3%ADmite

study the early stages of humaimtervention to understandwhy the current climate crisis has
occurred, but the relations between power and accumulation of wealth of the capitalist mode of
production Moore stresses that the conquest Americaand Africaand the appropriation of what

he calls"cheapnature" laid the foundations of accumulation for the birth of capitalism

To better understand this concept, it is necessary to review social processes throughout history.
From it, it is possible to identify certain milestones that can arpthe current conditions of
ecological imbalance and social inequafity

At the dawn of humanlife, changesccurredveryslowly;little by little they acceleratedespecially
sincethe IndustrialRevolution.In the lasttwo hundredyears,suchchangeshavebeen so abrupt

that they have affected the ecologicalbalanceand the extinction of severalplant and animal

speciesand even put mankind in danger of extinction (See here: Part Three, 3.1: IV "The

Anthropocenethe humanperiod').

To review his in more detail, three stages of the Anthropocene are proposed:

Early Anthropocene period in which humankind [
established in territories that allowed it to settle, g
depending on the availability of resourcesfor survival
water, climate, land for cultivation and the possibility of
domesticatinganimalspecies

Middle Anthropocene: period in which established
societies build technologiesto obtain and transform
resources. With the Industrial Revolution, forms of

exploitation,productionandtransformationappearedand

expanded requiringnew sourcesof energy(suchas fossil
fuels) and the industrial city model emerged. The devastationof nature acceleratedwith the

exploitation of large volumes of natural resourcesand the creation of machires to produce,
generate energy, distribute and exchangegoods. In

addition, industrymakesit easier,fasterand cheaper
| to produce billions of objects which result in

* enormousamountsof toxic waste. For the first time

in history, humanproductionis acaumulatingin such
awaythat "new" continentsare appearingmadeup

only of garbage Accordingto scientists,one of them

weighsabout80,000tons® .

2Klein, Naomi (2015). "This changes everything: capitalism versus climate”. Ed. Paiiék). 6078406620

% Gravity Wave (2022) "Plastic islands, a global prohlehitps://www.thegravitywave.com/islagie-plastico/
(Accessed 12 March 202The photo above coesponds to an opeair industrial dump, which was located

in the residential area dEarrillo Puerto. This dump generated a long social movement that achieved its relocation,
after thirty years of struggle (!) and with it, the construction of tiarque Libertad" for family life.



https://www.thegravitywave.com/islas-de-plastico/

Anthropocene of the XXXXI century: stage in which processessuch as the Great
Accelerationfrom the SecondwWorld War,the generationof nuclearenergy® andthe construction
of the atomic bomb appear.Fromthe 1940sonwards,radiation pollution worsensand expands
globally especiallyin the last 50 years,with the extraction of heavyor rare metalsto produce
billions of increasinglysophisticatedmachines,which generated unprecedentedchanges.As a

reaction,new socialsubjectsemergein resistance forcing a rethinking of the systemto stop the

disasterandreorientthe course’ .

In summary some conditionsof imbalanceresultingfrom the Capitalocenare pointed out?®:

1 extractivist activities (that damageature);

1 exploitation and consumption of fossil fuels (to move all types of machines);

1 environmental colonialism (which imposes largesocialmasses modes of understanding that
naturalize or justify predation);

1 global warming (consequence of the imbalance);

extinction and generation afew species through genetic engineering;

1 unsustainable cities (where smallustersof privileged peoplenonopolize elements afiature,
such as gardens, golf courses, swimming pools, wells or private lakes, condemning the majority
to live invery precarious conditions.

]

1.3.2. Why"ElTlacuache"?

The tlacuache®® is a marsupial that lives i
temperate and tropical zones of Mexico, with
great capacity for adaptation, as it is omnivoro
Its characteristics have given rise to seve
legends; one presents it as gre-Hispanic
Prometheus since it risked stealing fire from th
"Lady Firéto give it tomankind. This explains wh
he has a tail that looks scorched. Because it
identified in these legends aghe onethat gives
light in the darkness", theélacuache has become the petr reference of some organizations,
including theFacultad de Filosofiaf the Universidad Autonoma de Querétaro.

The tlacuache is also recognized in Mexico by the S&hgopavejert, composed by Francisco
Gabilondo Soler, "G€rl', author of children and teenagels songs, where he refers to this
animal, as if he were cgfingjunkin his marsupio. In this song, €ii not only refers to théuying

and sellingor bartering of used things that people throw away, but also to social expressions such

26 Greenpeace (August 29, 2021) "Why nuclear power is not clean"
Ghttps://www.greenpeace.org/mexico/blog/10822/pajue-la-energianuclearno-eslimpia/ (Accessed 12 November

2021).

270n this subject we propose teview the text 'Marxis8 & a2 OAlFfAay2 Sy St {.-Lé o6daal
Hma i O%yGodzble Guajardo, a member of our team.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zZWEWINAcT4rO0AzoXdsmh7Vog3CYeiV6/view?usp=drivesdk

280n the case of Querétaro, revi@ocumentaries on Youtube: "Los feudales del agdaerétaro a la ventad & 2 | G S NJ
FSdzRIf aY v dzSahB'liohN®S F2aNJ RSt SEHI20A2 RS I GAGASYRI Sy vd
odzaAySaa Ay v-uzBHoTiemkBViges). Thie[privatization of watelganing and mobilitgervices and

others generates serious problems for the population, as ifriderstood as a business and not aight.

29 Also known as opossum.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zWEwINAcT4rOoAzoXdsmh7Vog3CYeiV6/view?usp=drivesdk

as gossip, fears or rudeness, which allows us to recognizechiaisacter as a "cleaner" and
"liberator”, not only of garbage, but also of certain attitudes that generate discomfort in the
community.(Seethe lyrics of the song IAPPENDIX TWO).

We chose the name "El Tlacuathir this project, in honorable recognitio of the many
pepenadoregrecyclers) who live and work in the town of Felipe Carrillo Puerto and who became
tlacuachego adapt to the new conditions. From very early in the morning, they swarm, carrying
from one place to another, on foot, by bicycle ocycle, huge sacks wighet, cardboard, glass or
aluminum.

From a personal perspective, El Tlacuache's project, which stems
from a larger one calletlVida y naturaleza para urbanitas & [ A F S
FYR yI Gdz2NB TFansdo dpNEeyoydining & dusually
taught in school about the environment and what is confluent
around the subiject.

In other words, it seeks to consider other perspectives that
allow us to understand these issues and to ground them in the
closest space, because it is there wherdeteriorated territory
with an uncertain course can be observed more directly.

Only those who are in the proxiyi those urban beings who
were stripped and separated from what at some point was "just a
hill", but a "hill of their own, intimate", can undgand the story.
However, due to the immensity of the city, which is in their path
and which becomes a new, unfavorable and sick environment, they end up detaching themselves and no
longer recognize it. So they only look badth a nostalgic gazeo the past. This is what happened to the
town of Carrillo.

This project tries to unra&Vlittle by little the tangle that learning aboutlature has become. It takes
advantage of creative ways and ideas that start from &velution of learning.

El Tlacuache, theentral being of the project, takes by the hand the urbanite who wants to get to
know the wonderful world olNature It invites to be able to be curious and to venture into places that
are not seen every day, because they are within the confines oftthantd also to learn from these
processes of transformation that the world has gone through in its dynamics of change.

(From the diary of Estephania Olalde)

It has been a long road since | came to the El Tlacuache project; personally | have had upsarid dow
my life, but this project and, in general, the Casa de la Vinculacion Social, have been a reason for me to
keep going.

It seems to me a project that has great potential, that can reach many people to learn from what we
have lived in the Casa de lax®filacion, telling the good and bad experiences we have had over time. It
is important to know that beyond there is a story, there are experiences, there are realities that we did
not seebefore and now we are living, or perhaps a reality that we can rézegbut we decide to
normalize or ignore it.

| thank the team for allowing me to be part of this project, which has made me open my eyes to
things | was completely unaware of; thank you for so many unforgettable moments and lessons learned.
They are tryt admirable people with whom we never stop learning.

(From the diary of Karla Flores)



1.4. Utopias and educational projects that inspire us

Oh Utopia, incorredble!
who does not have enough of what is possible.
Oh!Utopia that raiseswurricanes of rebellion.
(J.M. Serrat)

The educational question about what kind of human beings we want to (and can) form is closely
related to the question about what kind of society we want to (and can) build. These questions
have to do withUtopia, with the search for or construction of the meaning of lifghy do we do

what we do, what are we looking for?

Utopia becomespresent, especially when we face difficult realities. This is not a daydream, but a
directionand acall to undertake the path, s#ngthened with the confidence that other worlds
better than the one we have now are possible, that we humans can build them and that it is up to
all of us to contribute with what we can to give them shape and life in the Rspazes in which

we developg®. We propose to understand thattopialooks to the future not only to identify what

is possible, but also to project what we want and what we are committed to.

1.4.1. The utopia ofEl Buen Vivitland the Cuarta Transformacion
The south also exists
(Mario Benedetti)

Several practices we have in CVS are inspired by "ElI Buehdvifiumak kawsayin Quechua
language) orSuma gamafigin Aymara languag®). This is arunfinished political and cultural
proposal of South American indigenooigganizations, with ancestral bases, which achieved great
recognition in the 1990s and was later constitutionally adopted by the governments of Ecuador
and Bolivia.

It seeks an equitable distribution of wealth, recognizirespecting and valuingulticulturalismor
diversity of ways of being and being in the world. It afsomotes a lifestyle based on the
understanding thathappiness does not consist in obtaining money to buy all kinds of goods and
luxuries, but in having a dignified life (loving, thirkiineely, knowing, collaborating, playing...), in
the enjoyment of life in community, in the unfolding of creativity, in the friendly encounter and
mutual care with all the beings dfature

Buen Vivir aims to be an alternative project, not only to caijsita] but also to Europeastyle
socialism, which seeks to change the rules of the game in order to stop the civilizational and
climatic crisis we are suffering. Because of the change of perspective it implies and the interests it
touches, itcontinues to gnerate serious debates about its relevance and viability, and there is
much to be done to make it concrete, even in mispaces

VBLSYSEYEIYS | dz32 oHAaMMO®D b/ 2y20AYASyi(2 @& &addz2Sitz2a azo0Al
social subjects, contribution to the study of the presedtiTAB. ISBN: 989954735-7-0.

31 https://rebelion.org/la-utopia-del-buen
vivir/#:~:text=El%20Buen%20Vivir%20es%20una,en%20armon%C3%ADa%20con%20la%?20naturaleza

32 This does not necessarily mean that they can always become effective.



In Mexico, the national project, called tiguarta Transformacion ¢Erth Transformatioh (4T¥3,

points in a similar direain, also seeking the welfare and the right to expression of individuals and
groups, in apreferential option for the poorThe 4T gives rise to the incipieNueva Escuela
Mexicana (New Mexican Scho@JEM), which recovers some aspects of BEmstemology of the
South#4, by Boaventura de Souza Santos, and which is also under wide discussion throughout the
country, since in its construction it has been criticized for various confusions and contradictions it
contains. Nevertheless, it is a proga of pedagogical knowledge and educational practice that
seeks to open other possibilities of approaching reality, different from those imposed by the
colonialist Northor the capitalist West

Although the work of CVS is independent of what is definetheénofficial system, it cannot be
abstracted from the discussions on public issues, especially now that we are seeking to promote a
broad interaction between the school and its closest community. We consider it important to take
advantage of this juncturéo make visible the experience thalternative popular education
(school and notschool) can bring to the issue.

1.4.2.Emancipatory popular pedagogies

Several practices that we have in CVS are inspired, first of all, ikgbeela Rural Mexicana
| (Mexican Rural Scho@l which promoted the
Revolution of 19121 through the teacher Rafael
Ramirez Castafieéfabetween 1920 and 1959). It
pe X : : iS necessary to emphasize that the school is
T, - considered aCasa del Pueblo @dse of the
’ : Peoplg, closely linked to thecommunity and its
needs, with a democratic organization, in which
people of all ages participate anchildren and
teenagerslearn reading and writing, mathematics
and natural and social sciencewhile they are
initiated in practical work: agriculture, anal care,
crafts, etc.

CVS is also inspired by Celestin Freinet's systdidwtation through work and plag cooperative

and democratic, secular, scientific, ecological and emancipatory way of educating. In the activities
we organize with thechildren aml teenagers we take advantage of several of the Freinet
techniques (as we will see below). These are especially useful for novice educators, as they allow
the work to be distributed throughout the group and make it easier for any participant to engage

in meaningful tasks.

33 An antineoliberal naional project, based on the great turns in Mexico's histohydépendence, Reform and
Revolution to generate another "that guarantees the wbkking of all'. This project is currently facing, according to
several UNAM analysts (such as economist Magdatalindo L. and others), attempts of a "soft coup d'état" by big
capital.

34The Southis understood here, not as a physical concept, but as a perspective of thought critical of the dominant
one, which opens itself to cultural plurality and seeks to makéle theabsent subjectsf history,in order to make

them presensubjects. lalsoquestionsanthropocentrismgiving Nature preponderant attention.

3% Rafael Ramirez, from Mexico, and Antoni Benaiges, from Spain, were rural teachers who lived rimetleeasad

had great similarities in terms of life experiences, educational conceptions and political stances.



Another of our references is thieedagogia de la comunicacién o Metodologia latinoamericana del
lenguaje total (Bdagogy of Communicatioor Latin American Methodology of Total Langug§e

by Francisco Gutiérrez, a Spanish teacher bas€&bsta Rica, who followed the same line of Paulo
Freire and focused on a process prticipatory actiorresearch and analysis of realitfrom
different perspectives (subjective, intersubjective, objective, structural...), which takes advantage
of multiple languages (literature, music, painting, dance, mathematics...) to give an account of it.
This proposal starts with themeand generating questionfor the analysis of a specific topic and,

at the end of the process, the participants organizemselves to build aynthesizing creativity
aimed at sharing with the community, not only the products of the activities carried out, but also
the process followed.

In Mexico, SERONACULTA promoted (198d00) a program very similar @Gutiérrez's, called
Plan de Actividades Culturales de Apoyo a la Educacion Pri(R&GAEP), which provided our
team with important clues to undertake the main strategy in the courses we taught. The
a ONB I G A FA RI Rosyathesfzing dieftivit) Bf 2hNE| fTlacuache project consisted of the
neighborhooeexpa

We believe that these proposals are not only still valid, but that they are especially appropriate to
address the educational problems of our time, in difficult popular contexts. This inclbdasse

and, at the same time, the critical analysis of certain information technologies that today
constitute indispensable tools to achieve a better interaction.

Often "educational innovation"as proposedby the dominant spheres, ireduced to a"new
discourse" sprinkled with terms such as "cooperation”, "creativity" or "development of critical
thinking"”, demandingthe purchase and use (or dependence)ceftain computer programswith
techniquessuch asgamification or others, withoutrecognizing that many of them have been
practiced by popular alternative education for several deca@tough with other tools New
technology can be usefylboth for a domesticatingand an emancipatingeducation when it
facilitates the acquisitionfdknowledge. Howeveit is imperative to
remain vigilant aboutvhat contentsare transmitted unconsciously,
from the hidden curriculur$f with the use of these tools.

In this line,it is worth prioritizingthe questions about the meaning
of education espgecially in these times of so much confusion. When
it points towards emancipation respect for the dignityand
communication of all people educational innovation should
transcend thetools, in favor of the search faronditions that allow
the fundamentalin any space.

%6Gutiérrez P., Francisco (1986). "Una propuesta educativa latinoamericana: Metodologia del lenguaje total". Ed.
Humanitas.

$7Philip W. Jackson 981) "La vida en las aulas". Ed. Morata; Torres, Santomé Jurjo (1991). Ed.; Mamafayung

Chul (2016).Psychopolitics, neoliberalism and new techniques of povizet..Herder



1.4.3. Agroecology and other sources of educational inspiration

Ancestral stories from all over the world metaphorica
link education with agriculture: the child's mind is like
seed, which holds within itself all thpotentialities to
become an adult plant. It only needs good soil, capable
nourishing it, clean water, air, sun, the collaboration
certain plant and animal species and certal
microorganisms to maintain the necessary balance and t
care of someone swsitive who knows, respects an
strengthens or channels the procé%s

The dialogue between MU and CVS opened a wide range of
practices and reflections on the links between education, agroecology and organic agriculture.

In Mesoamerica, millennia ago,farm of agriculture calleanilpa emerged:it combines different

plants, which support and enrich each other, while nourishing the soil that sustains them. Farmers

callthe combination of corn, beans and squaghl & { NB a, a@xgfenéisl &nbw them

as polycultures(because they are often accompanied by other plants, such as chili, chard, garlic,

etc.). DlverS|ty often serves as protection, since some plants support others with nutrients or expel
» : y factors that damage the others, so the milpa favors dnops.

This form of agriculture is related to an educational conception
that promotes recognition and respect for diversity and the
importance of interaction and collaboration.

In recent years, botlagroecologyand organic agriculturé® have
emerged as scientific branches, which are linkedatcsocial
movement and a life practice Both have as a fundamental
principleagrobiodiversityand the search foecological and social
resilience of productive systemsBoth take advantage of the
ancestal knowledge of peasant and indigenous communities and
study agroecosystems with theirsociocultural, economic

. technicaland ecological componesy both seek tooptimize the
interactions between plants, animals, humans and the
environment, as well assystematize and consolidate best
practices, seekingustainableproduction, healthy food free of toxins, within the framework of a
solidarity economyand the strengthening of thibod sovereignty of countries and communities

%Friedrich FroebelGerman pedagogue (178852), for example, is recognized as the coiner of the concept
Kindergarten for preschool education.

% Restrepo R., Jairo. "Organic agriculture: movement, time and rupture" and "The ideal state of'being...
https://lamierdadevaca.com/agriculturarganicamovimientotiempo-y-ruptura/ (Accessed 31 January 2021).



https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agrobiodiversidad
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resiliencia_(ecolog%C3%ADa)
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociocultural
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Econ%C3%B3mico
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C3%A9cnico
https://lamierdadevaca.com/agricultura-organica-movimiento-tiempo-y-ruptura/
https://lamierdadevaca.com/agricultura-organica-movimiento-tiempo-y-ruptura/

Both offer an alternative to capitalist agribusiness, whose primary interest is economic
accumulation and works preferably withonoculturesa single type of plant that is planteaer

large areas. For lack of diversity, pests can devastate large areas of crops, or the land is
- impoverished. To solve this, the dominant agroindustry uses

A enormous quantities of fertilizers and chemical insecticides,

82 which can damage the soil, kill moorganisms thatontribute to

/ the balance and also cause genetic modifications to make seeds

or fruits more resistant; this has been generating serious

| problems, such as plant degradation, impoverishment of the land
and even the dignified life of peasacdmmunities.

The people of Carrillo Puerto were victims of several agro
' industrial and manufacturing interventions that took place on
4 their land, grabbing the water and returning it to the population,
highly polluted. Those involved in th€VS are particularly
& sensitive to these issues.

some of those who decide methodological lines and educational
practices pretend to impose their ideology as "absolute truth”,
excluding and bétling those "different”; often, education i
denied as aight and handled asnerchandiseit is frequent to
find that, instead of promotingthe question and critical
reflection on the meaning of what we do, meritocratic a
discourses are promoted that prest "competitiveness" and
"innovation” as maximum values and unavoidable objectives of
education; educational action is transformed into mere training
in the use of information technologies; there is a subterranegn
pressure to force users to buy their (leasingly sophisticated j#
technological programs and depend on them, excluding the
== Who cannot afford them &
and widening the gap
% between social classes. =

| In summary, the participation of the Micelio Urbano group
in the CVS allowed us to recognize that thepia of El Buen
Vivir not only impacts educational conceptions and
practices, but also other areas of human life. For this reason,
it was relatively easy to articulate ourselves to design the
pedagogical strategies that we put into practice.




To illustrate the link betweenEl Buen Viviy education and agroecology in the workshops we
worked with the children and teenagerswe refer to the visit of a colleague, dedicated to
agroecology, who gave a talk about what she doéXatd', her company.

To start, Moni proposed us to get in touch with those things that we are passionate about and also with
some social problems that concern G$e then led us to relate the two things, to think about what we
would Ike to work on when we grow up. &Baid we wuld do well, when we could choose a job that
relates to that which we are passionate about and that also gives a service to society or helps solve one of
the problems we have. It's not so much about making a business and making money, it's about improving
the world.

Ste then began to talk about he&ompany, howshe is passionate about it and halve seeks to improve
people's nutrition. That is whghe is dedicated to producing vegetables that are very healthy.

(Collective logbookMaric reports).

August 3. Let's get started:

They explained to us how to make a value proposition and what the"'satapaign is about, which is a
space where they grow 100% natural food, without using chemical fertilizers or insecticides. Afterwards,
they taught us howto create a good soil with two types of soil and leaves with natural fertilizer.

Then we designed a kind of sketch to see how we were going to plant the plants: radish, sunflower, etc.

In the end, | think it turned out very nice.

THANK YOU!

(Collective bg/ Moi reports)

2 <




PART TWO: WHAT WE DID AND HOW WE FARED

2.1. Activities linked to the El Tlacuache project

As mentioned above, the El Tlacuache project was developed in 2 years (2021 and 2022), with
mixed groups in which people dffferent ages participate, so it is not always easy to separate the
activities that were carried out only with minors, nor to clearly distinguish those that took place
before and after theBenaiges Grantsince the experience gained in the former was famental

for the preparation of those who worked witbhildren and teenagerand adolescents and to
improve the practices in 2022.

APPENDIX 3 of this document shows the general outline of activities, articulated with the project,
only in 2022. In this secdrsection, only those related to the educationatfildren and teenagers
and adolescentare presented.

It should be noted that not all participants had the same experiences as described below, and that
the rally and the summer courses were thspaces that offered the greatest possibilities for
undertaking a more comprehensive strategy. It must also be said that not everything we
undertook was planned. Some activities appeared as "necessary" or "pertinent” in the process.

2.2. Training of norteaching educators

A fundamental task in undertaking an educational process, aimethidren and teenagerand
adolescents, witmonteaching workshop participantgonsisted in making pedagogical training
experiences available to the latter.

Consideringhat CVS is not a school, the formative or training processes of those who participate
asguidesin the workshops we offer, are very diverse, "fluid" and according to the times of those
who are integrated. However, those who usuall
approach CVS are peoplgho coincide with it in
terms of their conceptions, relationship styles a
practices.

A basic reading document, for most of those involv
in the El Tlacuache project, was the presentation
the CVS "Everything you should know about the C
de la Vinclacion Social, but haven't thought to
ask™0, which synthesizes basic principles of popular
education and proposes a minimal glossary about it.
Also the document " El Tlacuackeeducational plah
which summarizes the Pedagogy of Communicati
by Francise Gutiérrez, which we have alread
mentioned.

“Ohttps://drive.google.com/file/d/1zyJYGellogéBBAptznSPUzPHBI9XP5e/view?usp=drivesdk and
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-4T-PO5bTuc®BZEDi_XIfBj6MhOFy1/view?usp=drivesdk



On the other hand, the way CVS is organized, the monthly meetings with the different groups that
participate in it and offer workshops, the specific circles of reflection and planning with the team
that promoted this project are another source of introduction to the emancipatory popular
perspective.

Some meetings of thRed de Educacion Alternati{gster organization of MEPMovimiento por

una educacion popular alternatiyain which CVS has been participgtisince its foundation,
reading, building and reflecting collectively on the papers that are exchanged, also offer good
contributions.

Finally, as noted in the outline of activities, @mensive preparatory camwas organized before

the second summer cose for children and teenagersind adolescents, which promoted the
exchange of perspectives among those who would act as guides: utopias, social and educational
understandings, doubts or proposals on how to educate.

In summary, we can say that during the oldr process an interestingrofessional learning
communitywas formed, in which there was not only an exchange of ideas about Nature, society
and education, but we all felt the need to study in order to have a deeper understanding of the
educational proceses we wished to generate.

2.3. Some of the challenges we face

2.3.1. Organizational Challenges

The fact that CVS is not a school and works
in nonschool education offers certain
advantages and at the same time several
complications:

Most of those whapatrticipate in it do soin
the time they have free, if possiblélso
when we propose to do something, we
know that we have several friends willing to
share their knowledge, but in brief
moments, according to their possibilities.
This often involves iations similar to
putting together puzzles or knitting
patchworkblankets.

The key to achieving a good commitment to a project, when several people are involved in it, is
that most of them know, or rather, participate in the construction of theegralimageof what is

to be done, even if each person performs some independent activity or particular commission.
This makes it possible to better solve unforeseen logistical problems that usually arise and, if not
dealt with in a timely manner, generate imlaces. Although this is not always possible.

“IFrom the sondpy José Angel Espinoza, Ferrusquilla.



Recognizing the fragmentation and instability that characterizes our current society, we always try
to have aplan B in case someone does not arrive when expected, or we do not finish preparing
some material 0 some machine fails.

Another challenge transcends what happens inside the CVS and has to do with a series of
extraordinary events that occurred in Querétaro and Carrillo, parallel to the pandemic and the
realization of our project. We will deal with thtopic in more detail later on.

Fortunately, in general, there was a good response and sense of commitment from those who
lived this adventure, and the team's spirit did not waver, thanks also to the mothers and fathers of
the families who showetheir solidarity and did not suspend any activity when conditions seemed
adverse.

2.3.2. Educational Challenges

In the developmenbf this project, there were also some educational challenges. The main one
was to find or desigmeaningful activitiegor children and teenagerand adolescents, related to

the topics of the project. The methodological and technical proposals mentioned in the section on
alternative pedagogies were very useful to achieve this. Another challenge consisted in translating
into a gmple language various contents related to the Anthropocene concept. We discussed
whether it was preferable to avoid technical terms or whether part of the training consists of
learning them and, rather, what corresponds is to provoke curiosity aneceefidence, to ask
guestions, as well as the need to take note of the definitions.

Rare words are like windows that allow us to see things. Without them it would not have occurred
to us that certain phenomena exist.

We warned the kids that from time tbme some strange words (such asosystem, infodemia,
substrate..) would jump out in our speeches and that it was important to interrupt to ask for the
definition soon.

In providing certain reading materials, it was necessary to elaborate very sigmtleeses without
losing their high contentOur era is characterized by the common difficulty in reading relatively
long texts and generally the new generations are looking for something different from school
classes when they attend "free time" activities

One more challenge had to do with the question of how to promote reflection on cedifioult
topicsthat could not be avoided (such as garbage, violence or even death) without generating
discouragement, repudiation or a feeling of impotence. Thsué is addressed in detail in the
section on themetaphor of monsters



2.3.3. Challenges related to visibility

J It must also be recognized that in these times we faced great
difficulty in achieving a response frominorsin the neighborhood

~ to our calls for participation in some of the project's activities
. (despite the fact that they were free or had symbolic prices). At
times it even seemed disproportionate the effort of dissemination
' in contrast with the results.

This led to sveral hypotheses about the causes (which we partially
corroborated): most of the adolescents in the neighborhood do not
have free time, since they work; many boys or girls do not have free
time either, since they spend it doingxhausting afteischool
assgnments"to catch up" or helping their single mothers (or even a
single father) in their jobs or taking care of their siblings or
grandparents. In other cases, moms prefer to keep them locked up,
fearing for their safety. Regardless of this, the questremains open as to how to make
meaningful forchildren and teenagerand youthcertain issues of concern to adults

Fortunately at CVS we work with whoever arrives: two, five, fifteen or thirty. Sometimes minors
arrive who do not want to leave. Fortunatedyso, in the main project activities, more than enough
signed upand we were able to work as expected

2.3.4. Challenges related to the treatment of produced material

Organizing the large amount of information produced in the process and producing sgnthe
reports for different audiences has been a challenge. We recognize the imbalance in our writing.
When several people participate simultaneously, sometimes it is only after some material has
been published that errors or inconsistencies are discovered.

On the other hand, we discovered that not all the collected writings have a date and the author's
name (as it is usually done in schools), which does not always a#iato recognize the age or
genderof the writer. This learning will lead us to be moreefal next time.

To conclude this section, we note that many materials (texts, photos, drawings, videos) remain
unfinished and have generated great interest in working on them at a later date. We hope to be

able todo so. = The plan

Actual practice

Diagram by anonymous author
Circulating in the networks



2.4. The sense of working with groups of minors

During the most difficult moments of the pandemic, twerk in the interiorallowed us to prepare
a good plan to offer severalctivities related to ecology and science popularizationdhiidren
and teenagersnd teenagers, which would be closed with the assembly ohtiighborhood expo
we have been talking about.

2.4.1. The six training areas

The activities we offered to thehildren and teenagersre located in six areas, which were not
treated as subjects, but as perspectives (see table below):

knowledge of the current world or reflection on the era called the Anthropocene;
understanding of the self and one's place in the Mpr

projection towards another possible world (utopiafBuen Vivjr

study and practice of agroecology and dechniques;

study and practice of solidarity economy, and

work of social communication or popularization of science.

= =8 -4 -8 -8 -1

2.4.2.Generating questions

We also ensured that all the activities we proposed we
linked to some questions to guide the research:
1 where do the things we use come from and where ¢
they end up when we throw them away? :

1 What happens to people and nature when the

countryside becomes a city?

1 Who are these workers who sustain us and how
they live, but who go unnoticed by the majority, @
are even considered "inferior"?
what is causing the current ecological crisis? and
How can we contribute (from wherever we arg)
diminish the problem and change the course of o
history?

= =

In spite of the complexity that all this implies, th
proposed ways of working facilitated simple, playfUls
syntheses that were at the same time very interesting
and attractive.

The main stratgy we followed, which was refined and consolidated during the last summer
course (JuhAugust 2022), as mentioned above, was the creationanfagency of eco
detectives whose mission would be to answer the questions posed above.



2.4.3. OUTLINE OF TAETIVITIES OFFERED, ACCORDING TO THE TRAINING FIELL

FIELD ACTIVITIES

9 Physical activation activities and games, tuning of the five senses.
1 Obstacle raceand "cooperative competitions".
The self, the us, the . ) . .
: I Physical and mental or soedmotional preparation to be capableco
selfconsciousness d :
) : : etectives
in relationships ) . :
. i Closing mirassemblies
with my close ones : . )
9 Discussions in town hall
1 The funerals of the bird
1 "Detectives in the tunnel of time and space."
1 Logbook binding workshop (to record what we observe)
I Photography workshop (to learn in a different way)
Exploration of i Monster metaphor
today's world, its | T Encounter with 'The Garbage Monster".
history, values and| § Visit to the Cadereyta Planetarium
problems. 1 Neighlorhood tours and mapping workshop (to recognize and locate pq
of interest).
1 Rallyor gameof clues
1 Working with the timeline and meeting some "invisibles".

9 Imagination activation and creative producti@orkshops:
"The place of my dreams" (paintingpllage.
"Let's fly kites'
"Imaginary geography of the four elements."
"Visit from extraterrestrials”.
1 Workshops to confront, understand or deactivate monsters
"Club of monsters and alebrijes".
"The stories of El Tlacuache".
Construction of "problem solving machines

Projection of other,
possible worlds

Videos on various ecosystems of the Earth
Excursion to Cadereyta Botanical Garden
Excursion to the Ingenio Wetl San Miguel Allende
Horticulture workshops

Daily practice of the 5Rs

Encounter with
nature:
horticulture and
ecotechnologies

1

1

1

1

1

1 Basketry
Solidarity economy| G LIS
(Craft workshops) I By

1 Toy Manufacturing

1 Manufacture of musical instruments
Social 1 Elaboration ofanzines
communication I Radio production games and rehearsals
or diffusion i Production olvideo clips

Before continuing, it should be noted thtte report presentedafter this outlinedoes not have a
chronological structure, but rather a thematic ondt was easier to do it thiway, considering that

the same topics, questions and areas are addressed in different activities from different
perspectives. The thematic exposition allows us to recognize more clearlpnélaming of the
training we intend to promote.



2.5. The formation dan "ecodetective agency™?

2.5.1Planning the investigative agency

Before undertaking any activity, the members of El Tlacuachg
core team tried to meet to propose, discuss, design, elaborg
materials for calls and workshops, as well asrtanage the
participation of various collaborators with experience in tf
tasks we were interested in proposing to tlehildren and
teenagers

Various experiences acquired in the activities carried iout
2021 allowed us to refininghe strategy describedni the
following sections.

»

2.5.2. Call for applications, recepn and J
AYRdzOUA2Y 2F bOlFIyYRAR

5 = D
We invitedchildren and teenagerand teenagers from the area to join our edetective agency,
inviting them to investigate why the planet Earth changed soclmurom rural life (in the
countryside) to urban life (in the city), to the extent that the alarmuignate crisis has been
unleashd; also to discuss what we can do to stop the problem.

Reception, testing and welcome

. p» m T0 be acceptednto the agency, anycandidaté' had to face

R ‘ several challenges. One was to go throughhume sea of
gg garbage(a long tunnel of plastic waste) that was placed in the
entrance corridor to the CVS, to raise awareness about what
L marine species go through when they havedeal with so
much waste.

On the first day of activities® box with "a great treasure" and

a message inviting people to open it, but without showing its
contents "so as not to lose the charm" (inside was a mirror,
which without words saidhe treasure isyou) was circulated
among the attendees.

After the welcome and the framing of the course, the
participants received, in pairs, &gext in code: "Wanted"
(mixing letters and numbers in different styles), to encourage
them to discover the keys to deciphdr This text indicated

“2The activities carried out in this strategy led to the writing of selvéypes of texts:instructional, to share
elaboration techniques, step by steparrative to give an account of how we didiescriptiveto characterize the
objects observeddialogicfor the radio scripts, etc.



the characteristics that those who wanted to join the etetective agency should havée
curious, courageous, perseverisgipportive..(When asked if they would give up because of the
difficulty of the task, the unanimous and egporical answer was: "l don't give up!)

Once the "candidatégassed the test they received designationasecodetectives To celebrate
the opening of the agency, there was a parade with fanfare to show the acceptance document.

2.5.3. Thecooperativeoption

The ecedetectivesliked the proposal to engageooperative ¥ P
work and the treatment ofcolleagues(instead of teachers\ "’f’ o
and trainees or bosses and dependents)wimich everyone s —3 :

has an impact on the different stages of the process 3
assumessome responsibility, according to the needs of tlas
project and the group. The intention was also that ea

participant would feel more confident to make suggestio \
and assume a commitment with greater awareness of hig
her responsibility. Thus, Wwas proposed to break with the
logic that invites to compete to be "Number One", based
the anecdote of the "Ubuntuthildren and teenagers

The story goes that, somewhere in Africa, a foreig
improvised a game among thahildren and teenagerdie
placeda basket of fruit fifty meters away and invited the
to compete: -
"Whoever gets there first gets to keep the fruits. On
your marks, get set, gb!
To their surprise, thehildren and teenagenseld hands and began to run together. Arriving at the
same timethey sat down and shared the fruit with great fanfare.
"How am | going to enjoy myself, if all my classmates'losplied one girl.
This is called UBUNTU, which means: "I am because we are", and is an example of the cooperative
spirit of this communityand many others.

Another of the games sought to break with the idea that, in
a race, "whoever gets there first is better”, and proposed
the opposite:.whoever moves as slowly as possible wins.

‘ ’ Today, Monday, we started with the warap. Then we were
= given the commissions to have control in the course; for example:
cleaning lady, or security. We were each given one. Then we had a
| team activity or game. After that activity we reflected and
' understood that we have to be supportive, and if someone wins,
everyone wins, since we are a team....
(Continued on another topic).

(Collective logbook/ reports Carlos Venegas, 14 years old)

=

- ;"_' On the other hand, we believe it is important to maintain
R the motivation to strive, as individuals and as teams, to
overcome obtacles and solve puzzles.



2.5.4. Organizational structure of the investigative agency

We considered that an important key to not losing the compass was to have a structure and
certain routines that reminded us what each person had to do.

Thecoexistence guide

To begin with, we talked about the importance of having a good relationship and discussed some
basic ideas, which we summarized in the followmoogxistence guidewhich we remembered at
the beginning of each session, as part of stert-up routines.

WE TAKE CARE (I We take care of ourselves and all things and beings in nature.

1 OURSELVES

5 WE We listen to each other, we talk to each other, we express our do
COMMUNICATE | and concerns, we try to understand each other.

3 WEARE We take responsibility for what we do and its consequences.

RESPONSIBLE persevere and are patient.

4 | WE COLLABORAT We need others and others need us; we accommodate each other.

5 | THANK YOU We express our gratitude for everything neceive.

Distribution of responsibilities

We wanted all the ecaletectives to take on @ommissionwhich was distinguished by a color.
These commissions varied each week, so that everyone would become aware of the importance of
each person's tasks. Tkkemmissions we proposed were the following:

COMMISSION TABLE

ANT-HOST Prepares furniture, workspaces, equipment, distributes materials, prom
that everything is in order at the end.

CHIMRANIMATOR:Greets, welcomes, encourages, integratiesse who have difficulty
to coexist, cheers, says goodbye.

WOLFCARETAKEmforms about safety protocols, prevents, warns about situati
that may represent danger.

TLACUACHECOLOGY AND HEALIRforms about COVID and health protocol; ta
care of the first aid kit, invites to wash hands and put waste in its place.

EAGLE REPORTEKReps a record or log of the activities, takes photos and vid
interviews participants for their opinions.

LION- GUIDE AND COORDINATIQMNads workshops, manages conflicts, promo
evaluations, supervises that commissions are fulfilled.




Login and logout routines

To ensure some basic order, we had some start and end routines. In additfolioteing COVID
protocols and handing out materials at the reception desk, we gathered in a cirgeeéd each
other, do a twirlor physical activation exercise, sing a jitanjaféemd remember the coexistence
guide and each person's assignments. A #nd of the sessions we
met to say goodbye, make a brief evaluation of the dagl eeview the
messages placeth the opinion mailbox: At the end of the day,
would give each other a cheeNéry good, we did very well!

Registration tools

Collective logbok and personal diaryTo share with everyone the
adventures we were having, we proposed the creation difeadiary,
where we wrote down each one's discoveries; alsogmon logbook
which rotated day by day, so that each commissioner could record
most relevant aspects of the session.

For this we had a first workshop that consisted of learning howdokbind recycled sheets and
cardboard and not having to buy new notebooks. The difference betvekary and logbookis

that the former ismore personal and subjective and the latter is only a record of events; although
in reallty those who kept them did not make such a distinction and wrote down personal
comments in the common logbook or list of actions carried out in their
diary. A good pad of what we present here reflects what was noted in
those logs.

each trip would involve learning new words,

| participants were given &ookletto record new

terms and clarify their meanings at some poini

“ / during the session. Eventually, a space

11/ [t , opened to share the terms written down%&

(although this is very important, it did not always allow time to work oo
them in detail).

O
Keys and tools to attract attention K “ '.ﬁ

The whistleThis is the most important sound, &ss the one that warns
that a potentially dangerous condition is occurring and deserves immediate attention.

The hornlt functioned as anarker of timeand change of shift or activity. It was used as a call to
congregate somewhere, to give importanfanmation or new indications.

The rain stickit was used task for silence and attentiomhen something important was going to
be said in a plenary or assembly and there was a lot of noise.

43 Jitanjaforasare word games that do not wessarily have a meaning, but are the raw materialhifdren and
teenagerss or literary games, much appreciated for their sonority or musicdityo a to matarilerile r6; Yo quiero un
bum, chiquirraca, chiquirraca chicabum.



The opinion mailbox

To prevent and manage the conflicts th | CONGRATUIA | THANK YOU

often arise, it is important to have
communication mechanism. So we plac I AMANNOYED AND | GIVEME A HAND
an opinion box in themain hall within SUGGEST
everyone's reach. These were realbud at
the end of the sessions, in a mawsembly,

| PROPOSE | SHARE

to find out if everything was going well or m
something needed to be changed.

It was surprising that this simple tool was very well

= received, especially in the second summer course. All the
' children and teenagersshowed great interest in sending a

message to their classmates or to the guides and were very

attentive to what they were saying. Congratulations and

thanks prevailed. Rarely were annoying remarks made (the

wf latter were predominantly directedtaan adolescent who

| tended to isolate himself with his cell phone).

Apapaclos* for when someone is absent

When someone was eventually absent or desert
(because they were sick or suffered a small accident, e
the rest of the groupwould gather in the main court to
send a chorus oéffection: 'Come back Brenda, we mis
you! Sometimes the absent person would also receive
envelope with written messages.

Welcoming new colleagues has given me a quick glimps
the energy andenthusiasm with which we can begin f{
create. | think it is very important that this act of accepti
the challenge and committing ourselves by word of mout
carried out. | believe it gives us strength and-seiffidence
and allows us to believe again the responsibility that comes with accepting or not accepting a
challenge.... The way we respasdkey

| loved the proposals of the inauguration script. I'm left with the choice of couples, the naming and
the jitanjaforas.

“In Mexico the wordapapachodesignates a gesture of solidarity, affection or comfort, when someone feels
vulnerable.



| found the activities to integrate the
group very enjoyable and at the same
time effective. Definitely, | propose to
continue using this type of resources
before starting the workshops or any
activity. Breaking the barrier of "not me"
and generating a space of trustill allow
us to be closer to the genuineness of the
children and teenageis perceptions, their
ideas, opinions and proposals.
Furthermore, it seems to me that closure
~ is also fundamental and that it needs to bé
built from the individual to the collective
~ and viceversa lt is a moment to know
. what each one takes away from this
;;"“_ experience and, in addition, it generates a
W group conclusion and creates a space to
learn to listen in a committed way, which seems to me essential to strengthen any relationship.
Asfor the execution of logistics, there is still much room for improvement, especially with regard to the
technical team, and we must ensure that, when the exhibition is held, these details can be minimized.
However, it is also important to keep in mind tk& may find ourselves in similar situations, in order to
circumvent them without eliminating or frustrating the activity being developed. In addition, | believe
that, even if we are not all in everything, we should be aware of the work and progress ativities
and workshops. Sharing these reflections and committing ourselves to grow from them also adds up.
| know that the way we express ourselves or how we intervene is always different; the team is very
diverse and therefore even more valuable. Beadly, | still find it difficult when we distance ourselves
from participation, but | think it is necessary to understand the forms of intervention and not expect
everyone to respond in the same way or at the same level.
| am aware that activity closinggre often rushed or even chaotic, but | would propose that, at least
as a small team, we could give ourselves a moment to thank each other for the work we have done and
for what we have given and received, that is, to have an internal closing of actikitiedly, | would add
that it is necessary to keep the work and materials in a concentrated way (as much as possible), so that
they are not lost, but are exposed or can be easily used. | am very happy and grateful to be able to share
with you and build tis project with such a large group. | am sure we will learn a lot.
(From the diary of Karla Venegas, June 8, 2022)

2.5.5. Physical and mental preparation and team training

Already organized in our eatetective agency, wes
realized that thesearch foranswers to questions =
about the climate crisigequired some preparation. e '
To achieve this, several activities were proposed €
sharpen the senses in order to better observe t
places, develop the skills to overcome certd
challenges and strengthen the doto master the
fear of the unknown. So several activities wepe
offered for this purpose:




Relaxation anchature activities

Taking advantage of the fact that a ladies' group caflatlid y Naturalezavas participating in the
CVS, we invited our youngadetectives to enjoy a delicious bed of fragrant herbs and relaxation
exercises to calm the soul and learn to concentrate.

Finetuning the five senses

Several of the proposed activities were aimed at improving
perception and learning to recognize andsttiiguish what
surrounds us, canceling or emphasizing some sense organj‘for
example: taking walks with our eyes closed, or distinguishing
objects only with touch, hearing or smell, etc. or smell, etc.

The art of seeing with different eyes

The photography workshop accompanied several tours we
- took through the neighborhoods and allowed us to see things
from many different perspectives.

I é . bl Today was a great day. We arrived and went to the courtyard (as
usual) and there we did the exercises. Then ¥amho is our guide, taught us whdtloseup
photography" is,

"in very closaip" and"medium closeaup", etc., etc., etc., etc. As close as you can take a picture.

For example, if | am a beetle, | see things from below and from this angle we hdct tthéapictures.
After that block, which was really cool, we went to lunch. Then we changed activities...

(From the collective blog /reports Valeria Soi® years)




Treasure hunting and urban solidvaste managementUSWM)

The sharpeneof the senses also had to do with learning to recognize that many thireggwow
away are still useful. One of otnainings was directed to explore our own closest spaces and to
recognize in them objects that could be treasures, but have been thrown awaytreesy ifvere
garbage. With this would begin the assembly of tieéghborhood expoas each object discovered
would have to be described in its characteristics and possible uses.

Here are some descriptions:

-SharpStone | chose my stone because itnigortant to me, because it is shiny, it is very sharp andqit
is like a very rare glass and | found it in @esa de Vinculacigat 10:20am and for me it is very rare,

-Hollow rock:l found it interesting because it has a hollow at the bottom; besitiémsi a different
shape than a normal rock. It is white and with red and yellow parts; it has details at short sight. It is
very pretty.

-Rubber piece of a mat:chose this treasure because it was among the garbage bags and obscure
things, and the blue dor it has and its distinct shape caught my eye.

-Branch | found it on July 22, at 10:15. It is important, because it reflects that we humans have done
damage to nature. Nature does not need humans; humans need Nature. | found the branch in the
back of tte ship, where there were thousands of them.

These first descriptions correspond to what Francisco Gutiérrez calfgiotative readingin
which the observing subject is totally involved and describes the object from his or her affections
or interests. Inscientific training, at another time, learners are also expected to carry out
denotative readingmore aimed at describing the characteristics of the observed object, and then
to undertake another onestructuralreading which would allow hypothesizing abt causes and
effects of certain phenomena. These moments were not followed systematically in all the
activities; however, the requirement to distinguish betweshat is, what seems to yandwhy it
happensor what causes itvas present.

The decision teendeavorto overcome obstacles and "cooperative competencies".

As we have already pointed out, tlemoperative
option had its counterpart: overcoming obstacles
in races and games of "cooperative competitions",
which did not seek todetermine "who is the
best", but to offer mutual resistance in order to
become stronger and more skillful. Otherwise,
when everything is too easy and comfortable,
fragility and laziness predominate.

The obstacle course was proposed and led by little
Lucy(10 years old). When she saw that her brother (12
years old) was collaborating in the summer course, she
also wanted to do it and we didn't have to think too
much about what we could do.




Lucy is an extremely active child, who is not afraidrofthing; when we visited "Amit?', she was
jumping and running all the time. That's how we came up with the idea of an obstacle course.
Without hesitation we set to work to plan each obstacle, gather materials and organize the team.

Working with Lucyvas very nice. She is a very participative and creative child; so much so that, in a
short time, we already had a list of obstacles to install.

Although there were many unforeseen events in the execution, in terms of time and space, everything
turned out ery well in the end.

The workshop had several objectives, as we continued with the idea of involvichildren and
teenagers We wanted them to feel part of the course. In addition, we wanted to strengthen teamwork,
although the most important thing wathat the children and teenagersad a good time, and | believe
that this was achieved.

(From the diary of Fernanda Gargjaia)
How to Mmanage errors

Another important topic for the preparation of eaetectives is the way in which errors are dealt
with. The dominant neoliberal trend, based on competition, generates individualism, among other
things, lack of solidarity, anxiety and insecurity in recognizing one's own limitatiaes. of
making mistakes can lead to keeping a low profidhen children and teenagersare in an
environment that accepts (and even encourages the expression of mistakes), reflection on them
can promote other ways of understanding redlfty facilitates tolerance, patience and awareness
that good results do not happen autortieally, since they follow trial and error processes, and
there are many ways to get there, not just one.

Challenges to lose your min@in board games)

The group of ecaetectives also had
some time to get involved ihoard games.
The intention of this space was not
precisely to entertain, but toinduce
strategic thinkingand promote the rescue’

many years in the neighborhood, such &
“la pitarra”, which, according to the
storytellers, was designed many years ago
by locals.

These games generated, in the team
guides, the desire to design others
according to the local context and curre
issues, to contribute todecolonize the
entertainmentimposed by the market (in
games such as "Monopoly", for example).

4SAmili" is a wastelando called by the elders of the neighborhood; it is very close to the CVS; after having been an
agricultural plot, it became a garbagemp when the industry arrived. It was rescued for 9 yearthbyneighbors,

with the collaboration of the CVS and the UAQ, and transformed into a green space for recreation and family
coexistence, although it is now abandoned again.

46 Like serendipitiess. g.



2.6. Metaphor of travel and journeys in search of answers

We are all migrants
(Alejandro Solalinde)

Already organized, the eatetectives were warned that the research to understand the causes of
the climate crisis involved several tripsnéginary, multimedia and real); so we would become
crew members of a ship and make different stops:

Being an ecaletective implies undertaking a journey full of unforeseen events, in which you do not know
if you are going to get to where you wanted to go,what you are going to face, or if you are going to
return; so you have to be well prepared. Travel helps you understand things differently and learn how
they do in other places to face problems similar to ours.

In a way, we are all travelers: we aravalys moving from one place to another, from what we are
now to what we would like to be or from where we are now to where we would like to be.

We can travel in imagination or in reality, in search of a place we like, to move there and never
return, or we an travel to other places, just to get to know and then return home to improve it.

We can travel in a slightlgid ship and take advantage of the teachings of our grandparents... or in a
very modern shipwith all the advantages of the future. Or we coalten make a hybrid trip: travel in an
old ship with a telescope directed towards utopia*, or in a new ship, which takes a look at history.

(Collective logbook. Text of presentation of the metaphor)

The trips with the ecaletective team (in search of ansvgeto the question of why our planet has
been so disrupted) were of many kinds and contributed to raising awareness of where we stand.

2.6.1. Recognition of the ship

= "_ A game of exploration took the team of edetectives to
o ~ | go all over the CVS (whiatould be the ship); the first
thing we did was to identify what was in it, where was its
engine room, its kitchen, the bathrooms, and what the
signs or warnings of Civil Protectiand COVID protocols,

the fire extinguisher, the smoke detectors, and so on,
meant.

2.6.2. Travel around the Universe and the
Earth

In several workshops, the team of researchers undertook
some interplanetary trips The most exciting was in the
Cadereyta Planetarium, because its entire vault shows the
billions of stars in the univee, as well as, one by one, all
the planets of the solar system. At the exit, the following

: - dialogue was heard:




- It was very exciting to learn about all the planets fin
our solar system up close! i
-l would love to be an astronaut, or at least an
astrononer.

-It was very scary for me, when it seemed that t
planets were coming at us and were going to cr
us. | didn't like that at all!

There were also several tours (videos) around the
Earth, to recognize its diverse ecosystems and t
seriousproblems generated by garbage: quantitie
of plastic, larger than our imagination allows u
reach the sea; there they suffocate and poison
fauna and flora. The images of the electronic waste
dumps on the coast of Ghana, Africa, are horrifying
(video shownin one of the rooms of ouexpo |
barrial).

(“ ‘.

Letter to my favorite person

To give an account of these journeys, it was proposed to wrigtter to someone special or very

dear to usOnly a few are presented in the following lingsw signed):

My experience with that day was something amazing, because thanks to it | was able to know that there
is a huge and very beautiful universe.
(Luis Angel, 15 years old).

Mom:

They have taught me the importance of the environment and the impact we have we fave
toured the facilities and in that we learned what a temazcal was and a snail of life, it is a planter in the
shape of a snail and has medicinal plants. They have taught us to imagine the place of our dreams; we
have learned words we did not knowychk as: "temazcal”, "mycelium", "permaculture”, "alpinism",
"ponder”; and today we learned about our universe and planet, how it was created, the different

ecosystems and how they help each other.

Mommy:

| am doing very well on the trip, we learned mamntyjs about the planet and also about the
universe.

I miss you very much, but this adventure | am living is verfsikfilWe also recognized the different
plants and which ones to take out and which ones not to take out. This is very interesting and
eduational, soon | will tell you more about my trip.

Always yours.

Dear Mom:

| tell you that | am seeing, hearing very interesting things about nature; for example, that if we do not
take good care of it, we could end it or the different ecolo@gessystems)hat exist on the planet.

I miss you very much and hope you write me soon, c{gou



Dear Grandparents:

| am writing you this letter. | don't know if it can reach you where you are, but it doesn't matter. | am
writing this letter totell you everything | have done on my journey.

Well, | have toured the ship in which I travel, | have also done some work and | have also made some
friends, only two and, well, | say goodbye hoping that you will read the letter. Farewell.

What | have bee doing is more activities, like weeding, making friends and, above all: learning about
plants and socializing with people more often. (§@)Well, there are a lot of really interesting things,

for example, did you know that the sun is not yellow but&l didn't really hear why, but it was a very
interesting fact. There are many ecosystems. | didn't really know what they were, but when | saw_the
videos, | understood. | don't think you know what they are, haha. Well, | was telling you, the solar system
and space is also a mystery, although very interesting, | really want to go explore it with you :).

Well, there are also many beautiful watalls and rivers. You knotke igloos? Well, only a quarter of
them stand out, because they can be very very ligdpa. Well there are many more things, but | would
like you to see them yourself :).

Dear friend:

Today | went on an incredible journey. | never thought the universe was soooo0 big. It makes me
realize how small | am, but you know, it also makes mestbland amazed at the same time. | traveled
several planets around the sun and the earth and on all of them there was space junk, machines created
by humans in the eagerness to discover and conquer.

When | was in that vast emptiness, | just wanted to ctiaek, get off the ship and run to you to talk
and eat ice cream. When we came back from space, we explored the Earth through time. | am disturbed
and surprised that from dust and rocks life was conceived. That today | can meet you. | explored
ecosystemsdifferent from each other, but all connected. The ice of the mountain with the forests, the
forests with the rivers and rain, the river with rocky areas and the rocks with the desert Did you know
that there is a desert where it rains once every fifteenry2ad also sa flowers, insects, seedeoots,
microbes, tiny organisms, much more than me in the universe, but incredibly fundamental to life.

The only thing | didn't see was you. | hope you will join me next time.

From: Charls to: Emilia22 /07 /21

Hella Emilia, how are you? Well, | hope you are well. | want to tell you that ... | already went to space
HAHAHAHAHA | went to Mars... Yes (as the song says) HAHAHAHAHAHAHA. You hear: | also went to
Earth, but 45000 billion years... before, and | saw whatEhaegh was like:| and it was really hot. Just to
tell you that everything was on fire, it looked like our kitchen, when we cooked. haha! Well, | think that's
it... Nooo!!!! | forgot to tell you about the ecosystems. Aaaaah! Can | tell you that? :D | nieemy |
you'll probably just say "a" but X, it doesn't matter... Well it would be cool if you were here. Anyway, I'll
say goodbye. Bye! Sincerely yours: Venechi HAHAHAHA.

(Yes, yes, yes, yes, | probably spelled it wrong). HAHAHAHA | said it wrong.

Hello, Iwant to tell you what | have seen on my trip, | know you are a very curious and adventurous
person, | know you would like this.

Did you know that the sun is not red, orange, or yellow as we thought if it is not white, how crazy
(sic). Well, I alsomade compost, planted, weeded, took pictures of animals and flowers, and even
planted medicinal herbs. | also made friends, which you told me to do, there are many things | would like
you to see for yourself. | miss you very much.

Atte: Evelyn. Ay love ¥Bic).



Letter to my hero
...l have learned to imagine and draw the place of my dreams...; we watched a video about how the
planet does not need humans, but humans need the Earth. We learned that there are people who give
their lives for the flora andatina, like a lady who takes care of the whales and a man who talks or
communicates with the birds and, finally, they gave us a tour of the ship and explained Buen Vivir,
although | didn't understand much.
Atte: anonymous. To: anonymous.

Somereflections on these trips in plenary sessions

After the video forums, spaces for collective reflection were opened. The conclusion, in summary,
was the following:

The universe is so huge, that we can't help but think that there may be life on othetsptanwell, and

it would be great to meet those who live there. Maybe they know more about how to solve problems

similar to ours. Or we could also move there, to save ourselves from the disasters on Earth. Only there

are some difficulties: Visiting thosganets is not '

easy, they are too far away. It would take us mamgt¥

light years to reach them. Humans do not live lofig %

enough to undertake such a long journey. We wo

die long before we get there. >
Another possibility is to build a habitable city on§

money in the world to achieve it, and we don't hayef
it. Or, even if we had it, who knows if we would hal
enough science to generate air, water, elgcénergy |

of what we have and let science help us to achie
What is clear is that some "megih" are spending
billions of dollars in the space race.

2.6.3. Excursions to exemplary sites

| the "Jardin Botanico Regional ded€eeyta Ing. Manuel Gonzalez
de Cosio(in charge of CONCYTEC.

| (http://www.concyteq.edu.mx/JB/inicio.html) andedicated to

B the study, conservation and use of Mexicflora, particularly

that of the Queretaro semilesert. Another was to th&Charco

, del Ingenio” in San Miguel Allende, which isadural reserve

o | with a large collection of cacti and native flora, including
endangered plantsBoth are verypeautiful guardians of nature.

The first day | was very nervous. | did very fun things, like when we
went to Cadereyta and the Botanical Garden and climbed with Claudia.
All the activities, the games. These three weeks that we were in the
course werea lot of fun, but the most fun was making the cakes. |
missed two days and missed some fun activities for sure, but every day | was Hasley lot of fun. |




made friendsbut the only thing | didn't like was when we went to the planetarium in Cagerywas
when they projected that videgn which the planets come very close and seem to crush the public) in
whichSam and | held hands, because of fear. | cried a little bit, but | had fun.

(Angela Sofia)

Well, | got over the planetariuncare when we went to the Botanical Garden. It was impressive to be
among so many different cacti. | never imagined that there was something so varied in thdesenti
And when we went to the Charco del Ingenio, | was very impressed to learn aboupthtairoe of the
bats. Who would have thought that, without them, many plants would have difficulty reproducing.

(Liz)

2.6.4. Projection of other possible worlds

Journey to Utopia or to the place of our dreams S5

On some occasiongefore touring theneighborhoods or |
making excursions to more distant places, we proposed:
travel to the place of our dreanfwith our eyes closed) to 5&
after imagining what that place would be like, captugf
what we had imagined in futlolor drawings. " “3 .
[VAA\J VAT
Something that carbe observed in the majority of thes?’%ﬂ.
drawings is that nature occupies a priority place: flowers,”*
rainbows, trees, rivers, birds and some marine animals. Rarely do humans appear! On the other
hand, the plants drawn correspond to places far from the Quecetmvironment: beaches with
dolphins, forests with squirrels, jungles with leafy trees and very wide leaves... Nobody placed
plants or animals typical of the seméesert, which is the one that dominates here: mesquites,
huizaches, magueys, biznagas, nopale other cacti. How are these images and ideas introduced

in the thinking ofchildren and teenagefs

Imaginary geography from the four elements

In one of these imaginary trips, a colleague proposed
building other worlds through an activity called "Imaain
Geography of the 4 Elemerfitswhich, in addition to

{ activating the imagination, had the purpose of recognizing
how the children and teenagerghink of their ideal world

i and how they negotiate among themselves to overcome the
differences that arise in #hattempt to build it. Each team of
explorers imagined that they lived on a planet made up of
only one element: water, air, earth or water. What would
this world be like, what would its inhabitants be like?

Back on Earth, after all that we had learned aur first trips, we
started to review what is happening with the four elements:
water, air, earth and fire, which, according to our ancestors, are the ones that make up everything that
exists in the world. In this way we were able to recognize, with sadiesv they have all become
contaminated. We formed teams to work on one of these four elements each. We talked a little about



how different they are and what we can associate them with; for example: fire, to strength and home,
air to lightness and freedom

We put our hands, heads and hearts to work to come up with an island where the element their team
was assigned to dominate, and they imagined what the creatures living in that element would be like, for
example: the wind team imagined creatures livinghie clouds; the fire team created an island around a
volcano. We also imagined what problem each place and element would have with pollution.
In the volcano there would be rivers of soft drinks that would create obsidian pollutants when in contact
with the lava, or in the clouds. Where the wind people live, there would be polluted air that would bring
pollution problems. All this left us thinking: How can we have a better world, how can we prevent things
from becoming polluted like this?

(From thediary of Luis Osornguide)

Come fly kites

Another workshop that has to do with activating dreams
was that of building and flying kites (a favorite game of th
children and teenagersf Carrillo), proposed and led b
two brothers, 12 and 10 years old.

This workshop was introduced with a video in which
Francisco Toledo, the great Oaxacan painter, also designs
and flies them, pointing out that making them fly also
serves "so that people can see many things that happen
somewhere and go unnoticed" (here hesas referring,
specifically, to the 43 students of Ayotzinafja)

This workshop came about in the most spontaneous way possible:

It turns out that Santi and Luci, a pair of little brothers (12 and 10 years old, respectively), who
collaborate very activglin CVS (along with Rebeca and me), were just coming from flying kites in Amili
(talking about how to make kites and about the workshops we would give in CVS, in the next summer
course), when suddenly the idea came up that Santi could give a workshapsarimer course. This
caused great excitement and, without much thought, we began to work on how the workshop would be.
Everything was so fast and effusive, that that same day we already had the name of the workshop,
"Vente a volar papalotégCome fly kés). The name was perfect, because it reflected the objective of
the workshop.

In the summer course we were looking for workshops with such a dynamic name and structure that
the children and teenagersould feel involved. So we thought a good way to dat thas to allow
another child (who had the interest to do it) to share with them some of what they knew.

Something very special about this workshop was that it sought to recover the traditions of the town
of Carrillo, because in the bobklezquites y Papates" it is mentioned how thehildren and teenagers
of Carrillo loved to fly kites. Budyertime and the invasion of industry, they forgot about it.

As a result of the workshop we had a space to fly, in Amili, the kites thabilkdeen and teenagersf
the summer course had made. It was very exciting to see the enthusiasm with which the kids flew their
kites, and how they tried again and again, until they succeeded.

(From the diary of Fernanda Gargjaia)

47 Students from the "Radl Isidro Burgasral teacher training college, who disappeared in the early hours of
September 27, 2014, after being attacked in Iguala by various government forces in collusion with organized crime.



2.6.5. The visit oextraterrestrials

! On another occasion we proposed to the group of researchers a game in
which we would not be the ones traveling, but some extraterrestrials
would come to visit Earth and it would be up to us to organize a
sightseeing tour for them:

And T beings from another planet came to visit us on Earth, what would we
show them about our world? What things do we like and are we proud of, and
what things worry us and should we warn them to be careful?

rﬁﬁ "'F Thus two lists were formed with drawmgs to cordravhat we likeand

What we like To talk abouthis, several drawings were made, in &3 \‘{C
which Mexican food predominated: chiles, enchiladas!;; ;s % <7
gorditas... The Mexican flag, balls and soccer fields atéQ™ 3 "(
appeared several times. Someone drew a bonfire: "Fire Js- . élﬁ%
fascinating". . -vm

objects, the representations were symbolic and had to do wi

social relations. This space also made it possible to become
awareof some problems that affliathildren and teenagerand
about which they are not always able to speak. Thus the
noted:

animal abuse;

bulling or aggression and discrimination at school;
violence in families;

drug addiction and alcoholism;

the blindness of not wanting to recognize that they have a problem;
mistreatment of nature.

' On another occasion, we proposed the creation cbage

to talk about the elements of our culture that most attract
our attention and that would be worthwhile forur visitors

«) to learn about. Not all the transformations that humanity
~ has caused in the world are destruction. So there are also
many human actions that amaze*#is

“8\We oncewondered whether we could call "good Anthropocérirose humandriven actions that are marvelous,
such as philosophy, arts or sciences; however, the #&mmropocenevas devised by to refer exclusively to human
actions that have caused drastic transfornoats in the earth's crust and have generated serious imbalances on the
planet.



2.6.6. Time tunnel travel

The guestionswhere do the things we use come from and rehéo the things we throw away go?
led to the development of someémelines

The work proposal consisted of hypothesizing about what happened before, for example, a car
arrived at the store: how it was built, who built it, where did treav material come from to make
each of its parts, etcDrawings were used to answewhat happened before and before and
before...?Thus, going into the past, until discovering that everything starts with the raw materials
provided by nature; that in th@rocess of building each object, a lot of water is lost and polluted
and a lot of energy is wasted.

Then, in the trip to the future, we had to answer, also with drawingkat happens after we
throw the thing away, and then and thenuntil we related is destiny to the garbage dumps that
we saw in the videos or in the neighborhood tours.

This activity also revealed two things: on the one hand, that our vision of the future is not
structurally very different from the present: for example, thehildren am teenagersenvision
better cars for individual use in the future, without envisioning changes in the mobility systems
that would reduce the ecological problem, favoring, for example, collective transportation. On the
other hand, the efforts ofnvisible workers (including their families) who participate in the whole
process could be recognized (we will return to this subject later).

The El Tlacuache project has been a journey of discovery that has left me with great experiences (even
though, when | got imslved in the project, several things had already been done). | have to say that it
simply captivated me.

Meeting so many committed people, each one supporting from his or her own perspective, gave me a
lot of motivation and energy to be in tipgoject; energy that | used in each step we took; steps that were
materialized in each workshop and in each child who participated and demonstrated the impact of the
project in each of their creations.

| look back and | don't think it's been months sihjmned the project. It has been so exciting for me
that | just don't feel the time passing.

Personally, El Tlacuache has been a great challenge. There have been moments of great happiness,
but also of frustration. | have known the best of working inantebut also how complex it can be.

However, | must thank the project for allowing me to understand a reality that | did not know and
that, ironically, | am living. Belonging to Tlacuache has brought me face to face with my own reality; an
extremely chanipg reality, where people take problems for granted, to the point of normalizing and
believing that they are something that is inevitable, that everything is going to happen and nothing more
can be done, for example: the garbage problem.

o ey Vicne @ minen (From the diaryf Fernanda Garciguia)




2.6.7. Neighborhood tours and the art of mapping

Neighborhood formation and ancestral practices

The purpose of one of the tours through theSSsSsCe
neighborhoods of Carrillo was for the edetectives to |
observevarious practices that have been carried out in the | _ :
territory they have inhabited since ancestral times, as well" galiP ¥ o

as to analyze their environment in order to propose #E&l. .| B
hypotheses, seeking to understand what was the process™ S
of change that led the town to itsuerent condition. —

We found that, in Carrillo, for example, there are stil =
several families who still cook with firewood and some
farmers who still take their herds out to graze in the
surrounding vacant lots, in the middle of the cars; you can
still see he Casa Ejidal, th€asa de las palomitasvhere

the farmers of yesteryear used to meet, and there are also
several very old chapels, where the community used to
meet for various purposes, some religious, others to
organize traditional celebrations and ea.

This tour involved interviewing some neighbors,
reading passages from the book "Voces de ancianos
en las manos de los nifid8, drawing time lines,
making drawings of the places visited, as well as
playing Ta pitarra’, the game we have already
mentioned.

An important part of several workshops for eco
detectives were the tours of nearby neighborhoods.
What Celestin Freinet calledvalking classesis a
common practice in CVS and is considered
fundamental to analyze and learn from reality.

TF

Several of hese tours were preceded by a shadcial mappingvorkshop which offered some
photography and mapping techniquesabserve the environmeritom different perspectives.

Upon returning from the walks, the photos were contrasted with each qtlaed each person
justified his or her choice.

This makes it possible to recognize objects or scenes that were previously ignored and to be
surprised by what seemed "obvious" before. Some of these photos were printed and placed on a
sketch of the area, tocate significant spaces or buildings and trouble spots.

4 Book elaborated in 2015, from a project of the grolezquites y Papalotestarticipant in the CVS, in which
children and teenagerand elders meet to talk about how CawilPuerto used to be.



Another thing we learned with these practices is that .
maps are not only physical, but can also draotionat = & J C
when we write down in the sketches words about tho—# " -
feelings that passinghrough certain places generates in i

us: curiosity, fear, sadness, bewilderment, etc. o i
e £ s by .
Something very interesting, £ . L»J"L:er |

in these tours was top HT §

recognize the differences
in the modes of perception
between children and | %
teenagers and adults.
While adults pay attentio
to problematic scenes (garbage, vandalism, improvised dens of "the
homeless", lack of street maintenance, absence of green areas,
invasion & industry or the market, etc.jhechildren and teenagensay
attention to details "invisible to us": little his that perch on light
wires, or tennis shoes and dolls that hang from them; little dogs that
try to peek out from the roofs of houses; a few little weeds that try to
peek out between the sidewalk and a brick wall or some little trees that
have strangelyad stems.

(From the diary of Maria del Carmeguide)

Therally, a very special route

One of the most complete neighborhood tours was the one that took place within the framework
of a game of clues, aally, in which participants were asked to mageveral stops along the way,

to observe certain places more closely, recognize their history, and solve certain riddles, interview
neighbors and even discover hidden objects.

| have rarely participated in this type of activitally), so it was
somethingnew to meand | felt a littleconcernedthat | wasin
charge of the activity. However, | felt that the logistics and the or¢
of the activities were quite clear and worked efficiently. Even tho

me to find myrole and assume the responsibilities that corresponded
to me, as well as to locate others in which | could be supportive.

At the start of the day, Karlita and | moved some tasks forwa
setting up chairs, therojector, preparing fruits, etc. It seemed to
that we were able to enjoy and contribute a lot in terms @
administration. Like making the water, tikés for the commissions,
organizing ourselves as a team, among other things.

The teams we put togetmewere very strong. | really enjoy
working with you, Tlacuache team. The tour was quite enjoyable. At -
no time did | perceive that there was any desire to compete with the ..
others. The times seemed to be right, except for one activity, whicis
was mine, in Paue Libertad. In order to carry out the activity tha
corresponded to me, a change was made in the script, which consisted of waiting for both teams, to do
the activity together (and not separately since the time initially marked was not enough).



. When wearrive at the park, we start with thehildren and teenagels
- previous knowledge or ideas about what was there before, and the efforts
~ of those who made it possible for the park to exist today. Then we tell the
history of the place. And we start the gawiethe search for the Monsters
and the Tlacuache (we also add a couple of tlacuaches made by Alba with
felt).

It was the activity that seemed to be the most fun, as the search was a
bit tricky, but the teams were so committed that they did not want t@gi
¢ up.
| enjoyed the tour very much; however, it seemed too long, because by
| noon (12:00 hrs) the sun was already quite intense. By the time we arrived
- at the kiosk, several of us were already feeling tired and hungry, and/the
aromas of the garnachas arshacks in the surroundings did not help our
restlessness.

Arriving at the CVS was very gratifying, as it is a cool space, and
* knowing that food and water were waiting for us was even more
rewarding. | loved the music and that the kids were supportivehayirgy the fruit. The food was
delicious and | think we all really appreciated it. Putting everything back in its place was also very
pleasing, as we all participated and the task was not loaded on one person, or a few. Working in a team
like this is one fathe things | am most grateful for and very proud of.

| hope that, if there is another event, the musical artists will be invited again (they will surely expand
their repertoire). Wink, wink.

(From the diary of Karla Veneggside)

First of all want to thank that it was incredible to be able to share with such special people, attentive
and dedicated to thisally. The organization was excellent, and the participation ofch#dren and
teenagerswas also excellent. We thought there was going to be much interest, but several kids
came! Regarding the material, it was also good; very good support material to be able to explain. | think
the only thing that could be changed a little for the following activities or the nadiyt is to have dime

limit at the stations, or at least to have an idea of times, since in the last activities we were very late and
we did not have the opportunity to give explanations, or propose the challenge of the station.

In terms of food, music and everythingwias super super super
good! | had a great time and a lot of fun. | saw that the kids really
liked the activity of lookingfor the tlacuaches in the Parque
Libertad® and there was interest, when we talked about
4 competition and cooperation.

(From the diay of
L At -

%0|n this set were hidden some portraits of monsters and some felt tlacuaches in the shape of tlacuaches.



2.6.7. Encounter with garbage

The observations and reflections we made during th
tours allowed us to recognize a social phenomenon knoy
as normalizatio?*: a process by which certain behaviorg
anomalies orharmful ideas end up being perceived a$”

awarenessf the conseqguences of one's own actions.

Jean Piaget, founder of genetic epistemology, stud
another phenomenon, known a®bject impermanence
which takes place in the first months of development, whén B

infants still fail to undersind that the things they manipulate continue to exist, even though they
have disappeared from their sight. At the end of thensorimotor stageinfants are able to
understand that objects have existence.

independent?.

On the other hanef, from psychoanalysis, the phenomenon of normalization or invisibilization
can be understood as that unconsciodgfense mechanismcalled deniat when a subject
experiences a very painful or unpleasant situation, this protective mechanism is activated; faced

-,. T~ %9‘@ with the feeling of helplessness in the face of a problematic

reality, it is better to assume it and conform.

If this is so, the question arises as to what conditions lead certain
people to such normalization, regression or denial, which
prevents them from seing the dunghill they find in the streets or
which they themselves cause.

If there was something shocking in the tours we made through the
neighborhoods, it was to find too much garbage thrown everywhere,
even under those signs that say "NO TRASH PI'EASE

(Comment from Sara, 12 years old)

Hello, my friend:

| want to tell you why | liked to choose the pictures | chose. Because it's about taking care of the world,
how to take care of trees, pick up trash, take care of animals, take care of pleaysle bottles, take

care of good nature. | thought about taking care of the world because it's fun and it's nice to take care of
the world and take care of all of us and live healthy and safe. And atltyewhen we accompanied

each other on the stregwe saw that people threw a lot of garbage. | didn't like it, and | liked that some
people picked up trash and | recycled trash and | also liked that they planted plants and trees.

(From Lucia Cruz Aguilar, 9 years old, June 29, 2022)

51 Foucault, M 2002 "Vigilar y castigdr SXXI Editores, Argentina. ISBN-9870%4-X
52Piaget, Jean (1989) "Construccion de lo real en el nifio, la". Ed. Critic&7S8N7423265-3
53Freud, Anna (1980l o y los mecanismos de deferBarcelona: Editorial Paidds IbéritBBN 9784-7509024-5
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/8 2.6.7. Interviewwith tlacuachesand
| learning the 5 Rs.

During one of the tours through the neighborhoods of
Carrillo, as part of theally, the ecodetectives were
asked to interview some of the recycling workers: the
so-called "Tlacuaches de Carrillo" (Carrillo's
"Tlacuaches").

We visited Don Tofio at his home to see how he does his
work as a chacharergselling trinkets, kniclkknacks or
objects of little value, usually in an itinerant manner and at
the top of their voicesHis entire house is converted into a huge warehouse, where he stacks large
guantities of cardboard neatly arranged and tied up.
He explained to us at length that there are different types of collectors: some collect only paper and
cardboard, others only glasr cans or pet. Others collect or buy and sell everything; he also told us:

-l became a chacharero because, no matter how hard | looked for work, | couldn't find anything. | was
a farme when | was young, also a builder, and then a wirket then theydidn't give me work. That
ended here and then | got old.

In Carrillo there are also many scrap yards that receive scrap metal, because there are many
workshops in the surrounding area.

(Collective logbook, June 25, 2022)

...Another place we visited w&xfa Lupitas bazar, where welearned that people tend to throw away
an endless humber of things that are still useful; they can be repaired and reused because they are still in
very good condition.

(Collective log, June 25, 2022)

The meeting withthese people gave rise to a direct discussion of the 5Rs, which seeks to promote
better practicedor the management of urban solid wasteSW):
REJECT, REDUCE, REPAIR, REUSE, RECYCLE.

To conclude this tour, the team of detectives organized at dieéegation's kiosk with various
materials to design and promoteckeantup campaign

At this point, it is worth mentioning a magnificent
character, who was a recurrent visitor to CVS &
that time. He was a neighbor dedicated to musi
and with a high lesl of education and
understanding of today's world. We do not know
why he became homeless tlacuache. Hiwed in
an improvised shac&ardboard onthe "Amili" lot

sell, he was collecting and keeping in lasksa lot |
of stories of the people of the neighborhood. H
accompanied the team of detectives at thg
closing of the second summer camp to sing
Cri's "El ropavejero” with the whole crowd. Because he was a migrant, we never saw him again.



2.7. Unexpectecencounter withmonsters

We felt that the metaphor of the journey should be accompanied by a narrative about the various
dangers that the team of eedetectives may encounter along the way and the need to be
prepared to face them. This is why theetaphor ofmonsterswas born: thosgghenomena that we

do not understand and that generate a certain fear inTdsis notion was very useful to represent
the different social problems we have been dealing with.

Before continuing with this report, we congr it pertinent to make a parenthesis to give an
account of the social conditions that accompanied our process.

2.7.1. Parentheses to address the issuerefl monsters

As noted above, the El Tlacuache project was developed - .. -
a particularly difficultime. Beyond the pandemic, in the
last two years we were directly affected by phenomena
not seen in a long time.

We were constantly bombarded by more or less alarmin
news*. related to the serious water crisis affecting our
state, the high levels @nvironmental and social

pollution in Carrillo Puertcseveral fires in nearby streets,
the violence that broke out everywhere (including in
privileged families and areas), and which was especially
palpable in the neighborhood. There were also cases of
extreme violence in neighboring states, to the point that we were on the verge of suspending one
of the excursions we had scheduled to go to Charco del Ingenio, in San Miguel de Allende,
Guanajuato, due to the risks involved. Fortunately, after an investigatito the conditions of

that place and a meeting with parents, we received not
only their acceptance and trust, but also their willingness
to accompany us, which meant greater safety.

At the same time, the Queretaro government undertook

a radical intervation of the main roads, arguing that this
would "improve the urban infrastructure". This not only
made the mobility of tle citizens (including our own)
considerably more difficuf®, but also implied the
destruction of the habitat of fauna and flora in té
area®.

5 The editorial of the newspaper 'La Jornada' of Thursday, September 23, 2021, presents a bleak picture of the
present and future of humanity, in the voice of Antonio Guteri®@sgetary Generabf the United Nations: "we are on

the edge of the abyss and acting in the wrong direction; the world has never been so threatened or so divided" (...);
"we face the greatest cascade of crises in our lives".

551t must be considered that theeoliberal urbarmodelfavors the use of the private (individual) automobile and the
construction of infrastructure that favors it, with clear neglect and to the disadvartégellectivepublic

transportation, which is leading Querétaro to a collapse.
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This also generated serious effects on the issue of mobility and social disruption, which was
expressed in lost time, continuous accidents in
avenues, people run over or killed on the roads. This
situationcan illustrate howneoliberal policies push
rural andurban societies to the limit and to a rapid
degradatiort’

In planning the report presentetiere, we wondered
how to render accounton this context without
diverting too much attention from the issue at hand.
Or is it béter not to mention it at all?

Faced with these events, which sevediildren and

teenagersin the neighborhood with whom we worked

commented and expressed that they felt very affected, other questions arose: how are they living
these conditions; how tampen spaces for communication and reflection on the current reality,
without unleashing axiety, despair or helplessnes3he questions also implied: how are we
assuming this situation?

Fortunately, at the same time as these conditions, we participatesbine movements that took
place in Querétaro, which brought together diverse groups with ecological concerns and aimed at
strengthening the communal sense of life, as opposed to the individualistic one.

The fact that CVS has been the venue, as we baiready mentioned, of thd-estival Agua que
corre, and the fact that we have also participated in one of the figtn parliament®n this topic
(promoted by a member of the Senate of the Republic, against the privatization of water in
Queretaro), allowedus to recognize thatve are not alongthat everywhere many people are
working in the construction of other possible worlds.

Francisco Landa, a friend and one of the promoters of this movement, gave us the following words
during one of his visits (summgr

Community means trust, shared joy and the ability to solve problems and realize dreams
together.

Building community requires the existence of a simple but indispensable ethical root:
compassion. Compassion means two things:

*that we want all being to be included, because no one deserves to be left out, below or
behind the whole, and

*that, to the best of our ability, we are willing to put our bodies to prevent the suffering of
anyone.
In other words, for a community to be possible, it is neggdsaeliminate any discriminatory prejudice
(-...); we will have to open our eyes to violence in all its forms, and act to stop it, as well as to have a living
memory of historical catastrophes and their current effects.

ISBN:9784-9645375-3

56 The city of Querétaro is considered "the place with the greatest economic development and greatest security in the
MexicanRepublic. However, its neoliberal governments have for decades favored large industrialists and real estate
developers, abandoning its popular neighborhoods to their fate.



May the suffering that wean avoid not be repeated. At least not the extreme, the one related to cruelty
(...) The community rule is that no one be reduced to indignity or abandoned without hope.

Although we live in mass societies segmented into
groups, and tending to atomizain, the community
spirit exists in the daily life of many of (&c). We
activate it intuitively, when our histories have allowed
us to be agents of care: we prevent accidents, we
take care of children and teenagerswe claim
something unjust, we help atins (...).

To the gangs of power, concentrating money and
more power, we need to be divided, alone and
disarticulated. Preferably, also sad and afraid. It is/in
their interest to eliminate any vestige of solidarity,
but above all of selfletermination.

If you notice, the ideology of individual success, even the defense of "individual rights" (when considered
without putting social rights first) is the kryptonite that works against the feeling of community in
everyone.

Another destroyer of community isehreduction to impotence. Clearly, instilling fear is the most direct
way to isolate us, as distrust of our neighbors becomes the predominant form eélatibnship. The

other is to make us feel small, helpless, isolated. Incapable of generating kgeywtddvalidating the

dignity of our place in the community.

There are different ways to deal with all this: One is to organize around the basic idea of compassion
and seek commonality.

What is common: joy, territory, conversation, dreams; to organiasebes for the realization of
community projects...; to take the power to decide. This means reformulating our position: it is not a
matter of placing ourselves "in front of the State", but of recognizing ourselves as "we are the State".

It is a matter & demanding, not complaining; of demanding full compliance with social rights and
advancing them (...)

2.7.2. Another look at monsters and various ways of dealing with them

It must be recognized that the perceptions of
the problems we face are very diger and the
pessimistic view that adults tend to have, is
balanced by the taste for life (or innocence) of
children and teenagersas well as the spirit,
strength and desire to change reality that
young people have. That is why promoting
spaces forintergererational encounters in
which science, arts and popular knowledge are
articulated, and in which we can learn from
each other, is highly encouraging.




Psychoanalysis and taxonomy of monsters

Simultaneously to our search on how to approach the topienohsters, we turned to Bruno
Bethelheint®, child psychologist, recognized for his book "Psychoanalysis of Fairy Tales", in which
he analyzes howchildren and teenagels literature not only offers minors great aesthetic
pleasure, but also contributes td¢ir emotional liberation, generating feelings of love, strength,
courage, fidelity or bravery, by identifying with small but cunning characters, who face evil
monsters or serious problems and dangers, which they manage to overcome.

The topic of monstersvas not only useful to play with, but also to reflect on ecological and social
problems. Thus arose, without having previously proposed téxanomy of monsterswhich can
lead to multiple discussions on what are the best

criteria for classification, wibh are cause and which (9
are consequence...

One task of the detectives is to prepare oursel
to recognize the monsters that we meet along t
way; to know which ones are harmful to nature
to health (like war or pollution); which ones ca
be frightenirg because of their appearance, b
are harmless (like lizards), which ones are vé -
important for life, but can become dangerous if they become unhinged (like bees), which ones
can deceive us, covering themselves with a very attractive mask (like jurnkofoatiich ones
can even be very useful to improve the earth (like pollinators or garbatyeg animals).

We have to be very careful when it comes to pointing them out. We ourselves could be
considered "monsters"” by the aliens, should they come to gisdrlbecome monsters to others,
when we lose our setfontrol and get out of control.

(Introductory text to an activity)

A richness of the MU team is that it has links with several friends who promote recreational or
artistic activities andeventually share their knowledge in the CVS; thus they were invited to
collaborate with our project. Some of these activities are framedaratura and radig others in
visual arts: drawing, painting, sculpture, among others.
Here are some of them:

Cathingmonsters in the arts, in order to have
more control over them.

Alebrijes, portraits and monigotes:

The ecedetectives participated in several workshops to

build alebrijes, with wire, paper, plastic bottles and

acrylic paint. Before building them, ¢ly had to be
— drawn. Severalalking portraitswere made that could

be hung on the wall. We just have to be carefat to normalize thembecause we can get used to

them and lower our guard against monsters that can be very harmful. Sdmidren and

%8 0On this topic we propose the reading of "Psychoanalysis of fairy tales" by Beitizelheim (2015). Ed. Booket
Paidos.



teenagersbecame so fond of them that a personalized gallery could be set up with their entire
production. Several representations of tiieBrbagea 2 Yy a {in&dEwith waste collected during
the neighborhood tours) were also built, which turned out to be vesative.

For the expebarrial, a giantd 9 -@leébrijeé was also built with a garbage container that invites
children and teenagerand adults to decorate it and feed it (with written messages) everything
that can no longer be recycled and theveryone wants to remove from their lives because it
bothers them or hurts them. \

Among the notes found, the following messages read:
-My illnesses, because of my bad habits
-Environmental pollution, insecurity
-The abandonment of my parents
-Envy
-Qorruption
-Lack of water
-Violence unleashed everywhere...

Catching monsters in fairtales

In addition to the monigads, each team created their own stor
or biography of the monster they had built and some of these stories were then used to make
short radio capsules.

"Queretia: a good monstek: It all started when humans littered. The world became infested with cans,
bottles, plastics, paper, cardboard, cigarettes, etc.

One day all the garbage collapsed and the seas, instead of having waternfested with garbage.
Only a few survived, but those that did became garbage monsters, for lack of food.

Of all the humans who survived, there was one who unfortunately also became a monster. But she
turned out differently.

She was calledueretia and once, realizing all that was happening,
from being bad she became good and with all the garbage she found,
she made a time machine to warn humans not to throw garbage,
because that would be the end of humanity. DEN

(Teambuilt story)

Another monster to mention is "Escor"”, a huge monster, built by
the MU team with the garbage found in the orchard and which
gave rise to the El Tlacuache project.

"Escol' is a creature created by garbage, surrounded by insects and
every day he createdimself with new garbage that was once thrown
away by humans. Once he found a ball that was among the garbage
and he picked it up and every day he played with it, until he saw that in
the home where he lived there was no other creature and he began to
feel Ionely and so he decided to clean, to see if he could find a new friend. He spent months and years
cleaning, but had no luck and that's when he realized that he would always be alone, but he didn't give
up and kept on cleaning.




10 years later, "Escor" waexhausted and began to fall apart and fell to the ground and was in agony,
but he got up and looked around and there was no more garbage in the world. "Escor", thankfully, began
to crumble to the point of death. The wind blew and among the remains obi'Egrew the first plant,
where before there was only garbage, for many years.

Unmasking deceitful monsters masquerading as "goé
guys |

Some monsters that we have naturalized are industry and f{
market. To talk about them and to answer the questionbere do
the things we use come from and where does what we throw a
end up,we had the visit of two promoters of theolidarity economy
who invited us to contrast the wonders that industry and the markets®
offer and that make life easieand more comfortable, with the!
serious problems they cause when they become gartfage

An ecodetective (age 12) notes the following in the collectiy
logbook: \

"...after lunch some old people came to talk to us about economic consungpi@mhich isa very
interesting topic that everyone should listen to; it is about how companies have more power than the
government itself. Without thinking, we consume anything from any kind of advertisement that TV
shows us and we want to buy just to be fashionabithout receiving criticism from society, when what

we have at home is in good condition and can give us a little more performance to use. Have you ever
wondered why the price of your products is so cheap, or why we pollute with these products? ..."

On another occasion, the topic discussed was tleception Monstet and how to unmask it. The
material that generated the discussion was that of "The Magic &#ick that leads one to think

that a cat can read one's mind, based on a card game. After tharise that the "magical”
experience provokes, the discovery of the key to recognize the trick causes great surprise and
amusementHow is it possible that we can be fooled so easiglaims a 1§earold girl.

Recognize "monsters" that areéharmless or beneficial to the environmental
balance.

From another perspective, we must learn to distinguish those
beings that, although they generate fear "because of their
creepy appearance”, may be

harmless, or even indispensable to _A

maintain the ecological balance,
such as bees and other insects, *
certain worms or bats...

Exterminating them, just because
their appearance is unpleasant, can
have serious consequences.

% The talk was accompanied by the documentditye Story of Stuff' bjnnieLeonard:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrzZ8FH4PQPU



Eventually anyone can look like a freak, if they look somewhat "different” fromsthealled
"normal”. Manydisabled peoplare often rejected by society because of this; also those who are
discriminated against because of their ethnic origin, skin color or extreme p&¥erty

All these people have rights and deserve to be respecteblvatued in their dignity. Reflection on

this issue is especially important in the Queretaro capital, where the state recurrently assaults
members ofindigenous communitiegs well as homeless
indigents who have become very present throughout the
capital especially in the neighborhoods of Carrill
Puerto.

And when it turns out that the monster is me

Sometimes it is also important to be vigilant about ot
relationships with other people or other natural beings
Several studies have pointed out that duginthe
pandemic, domestic violence, especially that directed (&g
women and children and teenagers has worsened®
considerably. It is important to recognize that anyone cak
eventually lose control and attack those who are close™tc

them. We will return to thigopic later, in the section ononflict management

2.8. Discovery of some invisible worlds

One of the purposes ddlternative popular educatiois to make the invisible visible.This is the

work of sciencednd also of philosophy). That is why onetloé main proposals made to the
explorers was to learn to see in a different way what surrounds us and that, by force of habit, goes
unnoticed.

2.8.1. Some of nature's invisibles

In Nature we also encounter thousands of beings invisible to the
naked eyewhich generate many questions. With the invention of
the microscope and the telescope our possibilities of
understanding Nature increased considerably and we were able to
explain many things, for example: why things spoil, why people get
sick, among othes.

Many of theMicelio Urbanownvorkshops use the microscope to take
a closer look at what soil looks like, what role -certain
microorganisms play in the decomposition of organic matter, and
SO on.

80 Cortina, Adela. Aporophobia, the rejection of the poor". Ed. Paidds. Barcelona.



In nature there are billions ahicroorganisms that can only be seen with a microscope.
They seem to have always existed, since they have been on Earth for almost 4 billion years
(4,000,000,000 = a 4 with 9 zeros!) and will continue to exist long after mankind disappears.
There is not &ingle corner of the planet free of them. It is estimated that there are more than 6 million
trillion of them, many more than all the cells in your body and more than all the stars in the Milky Way!
They come in a myriad of varieties, colors, sizes aapesh Some look creepy and others very funny.
Some can withstand extremely high temperatures, close to fire and others as low as ice; others can live
at the bottom of the sea, or under the earth or even in outer space
Can you imagine what we woutl, if one day all those little monsters organized to destroy us?
Our mission, as researchers, is to find out why, if these invisible beings have always existed, they
suddenly got out of control, became monsters and attacked us, as happened with COVID 19

2.8.2. Some social invisibles

In the timelines we proposed to maki know what happens before
an object reaches our hands and what happens after we discave it,
emphasized the effort of the workers who participate in the process
and that weseldom recognize. Iother words, the idea is toaise
awareness about the multiple ties we have with those people who
support us with their work, but become invisible, because we rarely
value them. Thus, we consider it pertinent to bring up the text by
Bertolt Brecht: Questions of a worker who readsd to pay homage 4
to those who dedicate themselves to all kinds of manual labor: tg#
agriculture, to the production of handicrafts, to construction, to
those who spend a good part of their lives in factoriesthmse who
dedicate themselves to cleaning...

Who built Thebes, the Thebes of the seven gates?

The names of the kings appear in the books.

Did they carry the stones?

... The great Rome is full of triumphal arches, who erected theth? ...

This questions also valid to motivate collaborative work. Some family or social conflicts have to
do with thelack of an equitable distributioaf maintenance tasks or have to do, equally, with the
unequal valuation of human occupations. Such inequality leads to aem4nferior" those who
perform them and "superior” those who avoid them and pay others to perform them.

If we want to organize any activity, who opens, who closes, who gets or arranges the furniture, the
machines, the materials we need to work, who wastieem and puts them in their place after use, who
separates the waste, who repairs what breaks down, who stays until the end to collect the waste when
they are all gone?

In coexistencelearning to seealso implies recognizing that sometimes we stumething that
bothers others and we do not realize it, or that some very shy people go unnoticed and require
our solidarity to integrate into the group.

61 Brecht. "Questions of a worker who reads." Full texthatps://magazinepunch.com/2016/12/08/preguntage-un-
obrero-que-lee-bertolt-brecht/



2.8.3. When human actions render nature invisible

A striking phenomenon that we discovereldiring the Festival Agua queorre isthe sccalled
water footprint. This is anndicator of the total volume of freshwater that aompany uses to
producegoods and service®r that a community or any individual consumes, without knowing it.
In the process, largeuantities of water are not only used, but also wasted and polluted. For
example, to obtain one gram of gold, one thousand liters of water (!) arefgsed

2.9.Meeting and dialogue with Nature

As we noted earlier, one of the areas of theining of
detectives washe projection of other possible world&nlike

the dominant regime that, since ancient times (Book of Genesis
1:28), tends to consider nature as an "object of exploitation”, in
. the utopia of El Buen Vivir, Nature is considetled organizing

' principle of the universe and the source of life

It is fundamental to confront monsters by turning our gaze
B towards Nature. It is immense, complex, mysterious, it provokes
i attention and desire, it is immensely more attractive than the

person someone falls in love with

= At CVS, Micelio Urbano has taken on the task of promoting the

| encounter with nature in popular urban spaces, through
workshops, video forumgracticalactivitiesand colloquiums on
plants.

Organic (ecological) horticulturayvhich inspires MU, involvescientific workand an artistic
approach (growing, enjoying fruits, vegetables, flowers and ornamental plants), thanks to
ancestral knowledge and practices to conserve, regenerate and improve cmitsol pestsand
preserve plant diversity.This discipline is highly formative fahildren and teenagersand
adolescents from urban neighborhoods, aslibws them to come into contact with nature and
observe in detail the diversity of the land, vegetables, animals and various organisms involved in
agricultural production, as well as the relationships that exist between them.

To contrast the various viesvon nature, we proposed to the ed®tectives the reading of the
famous "Letter from the Seattle Redskin to the President of the United States in £854" :

Chief of the Pale Faces:

How can you buy the sky or the warmth of the earth?

For us, that is anxravagant idea.

If no one can possess the freshness of the wind, nor the radiance of water, how is it possible that you
propose to buy them?

My people consider every element of this territory to be sacred....

52 WWF ORGSeptember 13, 2020). "Water and Mining: are those golden jewels wd@th it
https://iwww.wwf.org.mx/?364730/Aguay-mineria-esasjoyasde-oro-valenla-pena(Accessed 14 May 2021).
8%https://sitios.itesm.mx/va/dide/documentos/inidoc/cartaPDF
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https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Control_de_plagas
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MU thus offered various workshops to bettemderstand the
importance of the plant world in our lives. It should be noted t
several of them promoted the writing afistructional textsaimed
at sharing with other classmates, what materials and tools
required and what is the procedure (howihgs are done, step b
step), as well aglescriptive textsthat give an account of the
characteristics of a plant, animal or any object found in the gard
and place it in the closing exhibition.

2.9.1. "The herbarium'(exploration of the plants
around us)

This workshop was proposed as the initial one in June and July (2022) since it allowed us to learn
more about the CVS garden and the plants in it. The intention was to bring the members closer to
observe and investigatenative plants with thesupport of adults, through an exercise of
exploration and description, starting with simple questions to recognize our previous knowledge
and common knowledge. The tools we used were made in a homemade and artistic way,

recovering recyclable materials.

| We note in theBook of new words'Herbarium" adj. of or
relating to plants. Nm. A collection of dried and classified
plants used as material for the study of botany.
§ To begin with, we mpared ourselves with badges, the
Bodk of new words pen, commissions, and workshop
materials.

We gathered in a circle in the covered patio and started
. a crazy dance to activate the body. We noticed that the
participation in this exercise was good as there was no

™ participant who did not move.

; Afterwards we probd previous knowledge through

¢ some simple and direct questions: do you know how to
describe, do you know what a native plant is, do you know
what a native plant is? From here we did some small

£ description exercises to then make pairs, give directions

.~ and g out to explore.

During the exploration thehildren and teenagert®gether
with an adult went out in search of plants of three
different strata: grass, shrub and tree. Each one with the

particular characteristic of being native. Each pair had a deseigheet containing data such as:
*place of collection, *date, *plant name, *scientific name, *family, *description, *who collected, *who

identified..., among other data.

At the end, a sample of the plant was collected to be taken to a botanical praswas previously
made with reuse materials (cardboard, popsicle sticks, newspaper...) so that once dry, we could add our
sample to the collective logbook. The registration commissioner was in charge of the writing, as the
activities of the session wereaounted. At the end each member put their name as attendance and had
the opportunity to take home material to make their own home press and go out in search of new plants

to record.

(From Karla Venegas' blog, Friday, June 17, 2022)



We were explorers igearch of native plants. There were trees, shrubs and herbs, among them,
mesquite, sena, muitle, lavender, marigold, chacalote. We observed and described and collected,
researched and recorded them.
We keep our plants in the botanical press to siythat we can paste them in the logbook and let
others know about them.
(The White Tiger team reports in the MU log)

2.9.2. "Earth we are and earth w&Vill becomé' (recognizing mineral
diversity)

This workshop consisted of bringing participants closeh&
recognition of diversity through the soil. Knowing that there
are varieties of substrates and recognizing their colors and
textures opens up a world of possibilities to look at the soll
¢ from other perspectives. This dynamic allows participants to
recover the value of the senses, as it was initially carried out
blindfolded and later observed in detail with magnifying
. glasses and microscopes. The aim is to look at life in the
minuscule, to ask who animates the minerals and how all
beings are interconnded; it allows us to generate empathy
and recognition with "the other"; to learn to differentiate
between two clods of earth.

To start with the activities we had previously acquired badges,
Books of new wordgens, commissions and workshogterials. This day was all about experimenting
through our senses (especially touch and sight).

All workshop members, minors, were blindfolded. Lining up with their hands on the shoulders of the
front partner, they were led by a fematemmissioner as group guide.

We went from the main room to the roofed patio and then one by one we directed them to the
containers with samples of different substrates (silt, clay and minerals) that were found in the mesquite
surround in the orchard.

Through touch and some questions from the senior guide, each participant described what they felt in
each container. At the end of the six containers, the participant's eyes were uncovered to see if the
description was correct or if it resembled what they lmagined.

Once this first part was finished, each girl and;
boy made a drawing of how they had imagined
the contents of the tubs and another of what
was really like.

In theBook of new words/e note: Substrate.
Nm. The thing that is at the base origin of &=
something. Biol. The medium in which a plant 8
a fixed animal develops .

When all participants were finished, we
shared the names of the substrates and wha
type they were. Some were able to explore t
garden with a magnifying glass to identifythme
area some of the substrates seen. We also tal




about some of the main characteristics of each substrate and their origin and use. In addition, through a
simple experiment we addressed the issue of "sedimentation” which is one of the propertiesvihey

And we moved on to microscopes. This was, after the texture test with the substrates, my favorite
part of the session. With them we observed a sample of tezontle, a reddish mineral substrate, with which
we also let our imagination run wild. Therer@eomments like it looked like it had crystals or that it was
like Mars.
To conclude this experience, we gathered again in the main room and our registration commissioner
filled out the collective logbook, after the activities were counted by all paatits.

(From the MU blog/ reports Karla Venegas)

2.9.3. "Sow your seed(learning patience)

This sowing workshop in germination trays consisted of teaching participants how to germinate
seeds of different plants, combining different substrates. Mnskshop allows us to recognize
that one of the fundamental values promoted by this activitpasience On the other hand, the
promise of knowing that a new plant will grow from a seed, if we take care of it, also generates a
certainawareness of respaibility. The joy of seeing it grow is priceless.

7= Here we carried out the guide with tlohildren and teenagerso
147 that they could carry out an effective sowing of different seeds of
interest (fruit trees, vegetables).

The children and teenagersvho partcipated were already
involved with these activities, either because of school or because
they were doing them in their family; however, we realized that
sometimes thanternet can show immediate solutions and results
that disconnect us andometimes even discourage us to continue,

-~ because the waiting and the times of nature are not as fast as
expected.

Urban gardens allow us toaturalizecities and place in small
spaces a possibility for life, to reduce the carbon footprint, to ask
ourselve the "obvious": how did water get to the planet, how long
=~ "% . does it take for a tomato to grow, where does what | eat come
"_ - ‘ from; it allows us a space for culture and knowledge for the care of
the planet.

What excites me most about sharing these sessionsexpeériences is the joy and passion that our
colleagues show at each meeting. It seems to me that this planting activity was the one that the Pasién
Botanica kids liked the most. They asked many questions: How long does it take for the plant to grow?
Will this seed grow into a tree? Can | plant all of them? Will | have fruit later?

We did a couple of simple exercises for planting; the first one consisted of planting in containers or pots.

This activity allowed us to connect with the rhythm of lifetake care of 'someone else' and to
marvel at seeing our plants grow from tiny seeds. Whencthilelren and teenagerearned that it will
take many years for a tree to bear fruit, they made a reflection that they shared with us and that seemed
very important to me, and that is that no matter how much time is missing to taste its fruits, the best
time to plant will be now; that is why we should not stop doing it just because there is a lot of time left,
because if we do not do it today, tomorrow there wdlrore time to do it.

(Karla Venegas' Diary, Friday, June 24, 2022)




2.9.4."Re-plante-arte” (Reconsidey (not everything you throw away is
trash)

The purpose of this activity was to show how we can reuse some things that some people consider
"garbage": with aluminum cans or glass bottles we accompanied the process of transforming an
empty container into another that provides containment for life: a flowerpot or a terrarium. This
opens a new perspective, as we give a new opportunity to a disdaothject and offer a living
space to small plants, which accompany us at home.

2.9.5. "Eco fashion(where do the colors with
which we paint the world come from?)

This workshop led to experiment how to extract plaihes
from various natural pigments talye disused -Bhirts. This /2
shows that it is not always necessary to buy new ones and thiat
we can give a different look to those that have "gone out
fashion” but are still useful.

] 2.9.6. Composting of organic household waste

On another occasion, thecodetectives (armed with gloves,
masks and eye covers) were given an activity to sharpen their
. senses of smell and touch, aimed at identifying, separating and
classifying various useful objects from a container, in which
they were mixed with organic andorganic waste. This activity
allows them to recognize how certain useful objects (e.g., a
clean sheet of paper), when thrown away carelessly, are wasted
when mixed with organic waste.

2.9.7. Urban solid waste management
| (USWMY*

Article 10 of the Geneta_aw for the Prevention and Integral
Management of WasteLGPGIR(for its acronym in Spanistgstablishes that municipalities are
responsible for thantegral management of urbasolid waste (USW), which consists of collection,
transfer,treatment, and inal disposal. BW isgenerated in households as a result of the disposal

of materials used in their activities, the products they consume and their containers, packaging and
wrapping

One of the main actions in our training is recycling. UB&VMcorreponds to us, both at a personal
level and at a municipal level. | also believe that recycling is a task that industry should always practice,
as the main generator of waste that it is.

54To accurately share this guide we took the Semlvarrkshop: Basic Aspects of Urban Solid Waste (USW) and
Special Management Waste (MSW) Management by SGI Asesores Especializados S.A de C.V.



Something we do every day at CVS (and in our homes) sgplaeation of our waste, and this is exactly
what sometimes seems to be the most difficult to do. That is why El Tlacuache and Micelio Urbano
thought of this activity within the workshop "Tierra somos vy tierra nos volveremos" (We are earth and
we will beome earth). As we had already approached the subject of USWM with our colleague Gera,
during the rally, this time it was just a matter of taking up again what

we had learned.

Where does so much garbage come from? We accompanied this
guestion with an actiity that consisted of separating various types of
waste.

To carry it out, we located ourselves in the orchard (at the back of
the CVS). We chose this space because it is very significant, since it is
where our adventure as Micelio Urbano began and whére El
Tlacuache project was born. For the activity, we placed various
containers to separate the waste, according to the following
classifications: *nomecyclable trash, *clean cardboard and paper,
*PETand plastic, *organic waste, *glass, *aluminum or tais.

After gathering all the garbage we found in the garden, a colleague
placed it as she thought appropriate in each of the containers (...); we
reflected on whether this place really belonged to her or if it could be
sorted in another container. Afteawds, she shared with us an audio message that seems very important
to us: the community is asked to stop throwing garbage, because it pollutes and harms nature.

The exercise was very easy and we are sure that, if we reinforce these experiences, éxerdsly
of separating our waste will always have a positive result.

(Diary of Karla Venegas)

Karla V.'s assertion that it is "very easy" to learn
how to separate waste was later disproved. We
had to recognize that separating and putting
garbage in its lace is one of the most difficult
habits to achieve, especially when thuk culture
prevails, which facilitates and justifies waste and
which is spread not only through the mass media,
but also through the structure of daily life
especially in citiesnlthese cities, neither the City
Council, nor the schools, nor the families and,
even less, the businesses are effectively taking
charge.

In Querétaro, this is aggravated when the State opts forgheatization of the cleaning service
and, in additiondoes not provide aeliable waste separation systemor does it truly demand the
responsibility of companies to prevent and counteract pollution resulting from their production
schemes or from the disposable objects they generate.



